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First Reading: Daniel 7:13-14 
Psalm: Psalm 93 
Second Reading: Revelation 1:5-8 
Gospel: John 18:33-37 

WHO IS YOUR KING? 
 
Happy Solemnity of Christ the King of the universe. With this celebration we officially come to the end of the 
liturgical year cycle B. Next Sunday we shall begin a new liturgical year with the season of Advent. But the 
question we are called to ask ourselves today is, as we celebrate Christ the Universal King today, what is the 
significance of His kingship for us? For many today born in democratic societies, kingship may seem 
antiquated. We are not far from the people of Israel who also at a point did not have a king because God alone 
was their king and they needed no other. However, when they requested for a King, God later promised to 
establish for them a Ruler through the line of David and a kingdom that would never end (cf. Psalm 89:29). 
The fulfilment of this promise is what we mark today as we can see also in the readings. In the first reading, 
the prophet Daniel in a vision sees one like the Son of Man coming out of the clouds of heaven at the end of 
time. This is Christ coming at the end of time as our King and Judge. He will judge each of us after our death. 
To Him belongs an everlasting dominion, glory and kingdom over all peoples, nations and languages, that 
shall never be destroyed. And if we are His subjects who pass His judgement, we would not be destroyed by 
whatever forces of evil there are. But ask yourself, who is your King? Is Jesus truly your King?  
  
Many of us will quickly say yes to this question because it is always easy to answer prima facie a question 
you do not understand, just as it is easier to love people whom we have not met than people we have met and 
lived with. We are just like James and John who came to Christ requesting to sit one on His left and the other 
on His right in His glory, without knowing that it takes the cross to get to that glory. Whatever does not have 
a prize has no value. And when asked if they could drink from the same chalice with Him and share in His 
baptism, they both replied in the affirmative (cf. Mark 10:36-38). With this they had signed off their death for 
Christ’ sake albeit unknowingly. Perhaps their answer could have been negative if they understood what that 
meant. Like them, if we too do not pause and reflect on what it means for Jesus to be our King, then we might 
celebrate today with pomp and style without savouring the true meaning of Christ’s Kingship. But if we do, 
then we will begin to understand that accepting Christ as the King of our lives is not just with mere words and 
with pomp, but with conversion that reflects interior change in our way and manner of life. It means Christ 
would lead while I follow, both in the day and in the night, on the smooth path and the rough path, in all 
seasons and not just when the going is good. 

For the ordinary Christian, it is always interesting to celebrate during the course of the year the liturgical 
seasons of Advent, Christmas and Easter. But without Lent, Easter has no meaning. Christ whom we celebrate 
as King today is the same central mystery we celebrate in all the seasons. And without His cross He wouldn’t 
be our King. That is why we can no longer pick and choose what we like about Him, but we must embrace 
Him as a whole if He is truly our King. From His birth in the manger to His suffering, death, resurrection and 
ascension into heaven. Because it is only if we die with Him that we can rise with Him. By our actions 
sometimes we deny Him like the Jewish authorities, but like Pilate, at times we also proclaim Him king 
unknowingly. He is the Alpha and Omega, and His Kingship is everlasting. If He is our King, He must lead 
while we follow and surrender our lives to Him and the world will surely hate us. Nevertheless, we will live 
out His values and His life will become our life because He will be with us as He said till the end of time. 
When this happens, His Kingdom begins to be established within us and from us to the world. This is when 
we can truly proclaim thy kingdom come because His will becomes ours and is being put to practice in our 
lives. If Christ is not the King of our lives, He will not be king of the world. Therefore, for the world to 
recognize Him as King, we must use our freedom to choose Him as our King so that we can courageously 
respond with good to evil, love to hate, joy to sadness, righteousness to sinfulness, and with peace to war. May 
the Lord remain the king of our lives and world forever. Amen. 


