
Homily for XXXIII (33) Sunday year B, 14-11-2021 by Fr. Lubem Robert Waya, osj. 

First Reading: Daniel 12:1-3 
Psalm: Psalm 16 
Second Reading: Hebrews 10:11-14.18 
Gospel: Mark 13: 24-32 

WHERE WILL I BE AT THE END OF TIME? 

As we celebrate the 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time today, we know we are gradually coming to the end of the 
liturgical year and drawing the curtain. Next Sunday shall be Christ the King Sunday after which we shall be 
ushered into a new liturgical year with the joyful season of advent. In the tone of our readings today we can 
deduce gloom and doom, the kind similar to what we experience at the passing of our loved ones from this 
world when they die. This is already indicative that today we are invited to contemplate the last things we all 
experience at the terminus of our lives. That is the object of eschatology which is the theological science of 
the last things. Just as God’s grace is made manifest in human weakness, His glory is more evident in human 
suffering and becomes concrete after death. Because it is only after having passed through the human 
conditions of suffering and pain that we can experience His liberating glory. To help us grapple with this truth, 
our Catholic Catechism teaches us that there are four last things, of which the first two are common to everyone 
serving as the passage through which we get to meet God. These in sequence are death, judgement, heaven 
and hell (cf. arts. 1005-1037). No matter how beautiful or ugly, wealthy or poor, powerful or powerless, useful 
or useless, evil or good we are, we all shall die and face judgement after which we shall rise to everlasting life 
in heaven or eternal condemnation in hell. This in fact is our common denominator in life. And dwelling more 
concretely on this intent, our first reading talks about the end of time being a time of unsurpassed stress where 
some who die will be in everlasting horror and disgrace. But it also on the other hand prophesies consolation 
that many will live forever and the wise will shine brightly like the splendour of the firmament and those who 
have instructed many in virtue will be like stars forever. The question now for us all is, where will I be at the 
end of time? Will I be among those in horror and disgrace or those shining forever? 

Because of the inevitability of the end time, Christ goes on again to reiterate same point in the gospel. Here 
He presents these teachings in apocalyptic language using scary and dramatic imageries. He says the end will 
be occasioned by tribulations with the sun darkened and the moon losing its brightness, the earth shaking and 
even the stars falling out of the sky. But when? No one knows the day nor the hour. He goes on to add that 
after all these shall come the Son of Man with great power and glory in the clouds. This title of Son of Man 
Christ uses to refer to Himself is directly drawn from Daniel’s vision in the same book of Daniel 7:13-14 
which also happens to be the first book of the bible that proclaims the resurrection of the dead. So, what we 
have here is not just a mere coincidence but a fulfilment of that vision of Daniel in the person of Christ who 
is the true Son of Man coming at the end of time as a judge and ruler with power to rule over all peoples, 
nations and languages. This kingdom He comes to establish is built on the foundation of God’s love, justice, 
truth, and holiness. However, the question is, are you going to be a member of this kingdom? You can only 
be a member if you also act according to the Godly values of love, justice, truth and holiness. 

Today we are not only reminded of our last hour and judgement, but most importantly that we nevertheless 
determine our own judgement. The account of our lives which we shall render to God is what shall 
determine our Judgement. This is the only thing we do both in this life and in the next. And it teaches us that 
truly there is a link between this life and next. That things in this life have consequences in the next life, and 
that is why for us Christians, death is only a transition into another form when life is changed not ended. So, 
based on the manner you are living your life now, where do you think you will be at the end of time? What 
judgement have you determined for yourself? Are you ready? Don’t forget that everyone is judged based on 
their deeds (cf. John 5:26-29) but no one knows when. Hence, we must live wisely and be ready at all times. 
It is never too late for you to turn a new leaf. Remember, conversion is only possible while still alive in this 
world, and never possible in the grave. Therefore, Carpe diem (catch the day), change your ways and begin 
to act with love, justice, truth and holiness so that the Lord’s coming will not meet you unprepared. May the 
Lord find us ready to meet Him when He shall come to take us at our last hour. We ask this through Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 


