
Homily for XXXII (32) Sunday year B, 07-11-2021 by Fr. Lubem Robert Waya, osj. 
First Reading: 1 Kings 17:10-16 
Psalm: Psalm 146 
Second Reading: Hebrews 9:24-28 
Gospel: Mark 12:38-44 

 
WHAT IS TRUE CHARITY? 

Today’s readings in no small measure challenge our faith and our attitude to giving with the example of the 
two widows. The first is the widow from Zarephath who was a foreigner to the Jews and would be considered 
an outcast. Yet she performed a heroic act that forever serves as a reference point for many including Christ. 
She showed kindness and generosity to the prophet of God in very difficult times. This was during a famine 
when she had nothing but the last scraps of food to live on with her son before dying. But upon the request of 
the starving prophet of God, she did not hesitate to share. This is how God meets us too at the verge of our 
breaking point when our strength can no longer take us. This was how He met the prophet Elijah and this 
widow. Elijah was on the verge of starving to death just as this widow was on the verge of exhausting her last 
essential supply. Yet she was courageous to share with him and was left with nothing but God to rely on. For 
this, the jar of the meal and the jug of oil did not run dry because she truly gave her all and her best with faith. 
Have you ever had to share your last food, money, property, etc, or your best, and you are left with nothing to 
rely on? Do not be afraid, God gives us His best when we also give Him our best. So, do charity even with 
your last because our security does not lie in those things but in the God who created all those things. This act 
done by the widow is not just an act of charity but first of all an act of deep faith carried out in obedience to 
the scriptural injunction to care for the plight of strangers and foreigners (Leviticus 19:33,34, Matthew 25:31-
40). Such a heroic act is repeated again by another widow in the gospel reading who dropped the least amount 
in the eyes of the people, but it turned out to be greatest temple offering in the eyes of God. Indeed, there is a 
link between faith and charity. Without faith we cannot truly give. 
 
Like the widow in the first reading, the poor widow in the gospel was likewise an insignificant figure in the 
eyes of society, yet she was a very significant figure in the sight of God. In her act of generosity to the house 
of God, she teaches us that no one is too poor to give. Like the rich people who came to give to the temple 
treasury, some give out of the abundance of their pride and wealth. While like this poor widow who dropped 
her only two copper coins, others give out of the abundance of their love and faith. What about you, why and 
how do you give? What matters in the end is not how the society views us but how God who knows us in truth 
sees us. For only God truly knows us since He sees us as we truly are. And it is our manner of giving that 
determines how God sees us. So, ask yourself, how does God see me?  
 
The lives of these two widows who are our protagonists today remain a shining testimony for us that God uses 
the weak to shame the strong and that He never abandons His own. His salvation is not for a select few but 
for all because each one of us is loved by Him and is important to Him. But is He important to us too? He 
loves us all most especially the poor and all on the margins of the society. They too are children of God just 
like you and me called to do good wherever we find ourselves like these widows. Though living in abject 
poverty, they were out to do good and willing to share with others the little they had out of love and faith in 
God. Thus, they teach us that Love indeed is greater than wealth. By their great acts of generosity even in their 
needy state, they challenge the great fallacy of our time that money can solve all our problems. Indeed, job 
and product advertisers today try to convince us that we can buy happiness and some have fallen to their antics. 
Do you believe that too? The truth however still remains that even among those blessed with material success, 
the happiest are they who have no difficulty sharing their wealth with others. That is why God in His wisdom 
has made us in such a way that no one is beyond charity; to give and to receive. When last did you do charity? 
Remember that even wealth with no love creates even greater problems. Christ Himself solved our age-old 
problem with love when He accepted to offer Himself to take our faults upon Himself so that we may have 
life. That is why the poorest person is not He who does not have, but He who does not share. Let us pray that 
the Lord may increase our faith like in these women to realise that only love can solve our problems, so that 
we may do true charity every day without counting the cost. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 


