
Homily for XXXI (31) Sunday year B, 31-10-2021 by Fr. Lubem Robert Waya, osj. 
First Reading: Deuteronomy 6:2-6 
Psalm: Psalm 18 
Second Reading: Hebrews 7:23-38 
Gospel: Mark12:28-34 

DO YOU KNOW THE GREATEST COMMANDMENT? 
Everyone desires a happy life, but if we are asked what exactly constitutes happiness in life, it would be a 
difficult question to answer prima facie. This is so because our desires vary from time to time according to 
the different circumstances of our lives. It requires therefore proper discernment to know that which one 
should value most and forever. Moses helps us in that discernment in his instruction to the children of Israel 
to choose today the most important loyalty in life, which is to serve God. This command contained in the 
Shema Yisrael (hear o Israel) which he gives them today is what rules every faithful Jew and the life of every 
true Christian because it contains the foundation of Israel’s theism and the Christian faith. The faithful Jew 
therefore recites this prayer morning, noon and night, and literally carries it everywhere he goes to remind 
himself that God is one and that love of God must come first in one’s life. Does the love of God come first in 
your life? To be good Christians we too must carry this mantra in our hearts and lives everywhere we go. For 
if the love of God comes first in our lives, it dominates all our thoughts, words and actions, necessarily 
orienting all our motivations and deeds towards the good of our neighbour. This is what Christ also reiterates 
to the scribe in the gospel reading. 
 
Needless to say, the scribes and the pharisees were birds of a feather who often came to Christ with valid 
questions but always with ill motives to trap Him. Christ the omniscient God always knew their evil 
machinations but rather than pay them back in the same token, He would transform every such occasion into 
an opportunity to do good, teaching us that there is no moment in which good cannot be done. And indeed, 
the only way to overcome evil is to do good and do it always. Today again He does same when the scribe 
came to test His understanding of the law. He said the first and the greatest of the commands is love. Of course, 
what is greatest has to come first so as to serve as a foundation upon which the rest of the laws are built. If the 
foundation is faulty, indeed nothing built on it would stand. Ask yourself, what do you do to people who plot 
your downfall? Is the love of God the foundation of your thoughts, words and actions, or something else 
motivates you? Saint Augustine said, ama, et fac quod vis (Love and do what you will). If we love God, 
whatever we do afterwards comes out good.  
 
In the decalogue given to Moses, the first commandment was to acknowledge there is no other God but the 
Lord God and to serve Him alone. This already reveals the truth of the Shema since to love God with our all, 
requires that we love God first as He also has loved us. Since God is love, everything He does flows from His 
love for us. God loved us first even while we were still sinners, and chose to die for us. We on our part must 
also reciprocate by loving Him first and above all other things. And when we truly love Him, then we 
necessarily cannot hate our neighbour as a consequence, since our neighbour is His image and likeness. Love 
of neighbour is only firmly grounded in the love of God. The more we know of God’s love and truth, the more 
we love what He loves and reject what is contrary to His nature and will such as sin.  
 
The two cardinal commandments of love Christ gives us today are the most important in life because it is only 
the lack of love that mandates us to formulate other laws to manage our affairs in the society. The evils in the 
world are due to the fact that there is a gross lack of love for God and neighbour. To reduce this evil, it begins 
with you and I to love God. This will make us happy and our environment too safer and cared for as God 
commanded at creation. To love God and hate our neighbour is therefore a contradiction. If we love Him, we 
would be living in perfect harmony with one another just the way God intends for us. But, when we do not 
have love in our hearts, everything else in us and around us falls apart and the centre can no longer hold. 
Therefore, to end the corruption and evil ravaging our world, let us turn to Christ the new high priest who 
teaches us the right interpretation of the law as love. For without love, even the best law becomes harmful and 
most unjust. Begin to love your neighbour today. May the Lord instil in our hearts a true love for Him so that 
we can love our neighbours and together end the rebellion within us and our world that arises out of the lack 
of love. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.  


