
Homily for XXX (30) Sunday year B (WORLD MISSION SUNDAY), 24-10-2021 by Fr. Lubem 
Robert Waya, osj. 

First Reading: Jeremiah 31: 7-9 
Psalm: Psalm 125 
Second Reading: Hebrews 5:1-6 
Gospel: Mark10:46-52 

WHY NOT BE A MISSIONARY TODAY? 
Today is remarkable in the life of Holy Mother Church following the tradition instituted by Pope Pius XI in 1926 inviting 
all members of the universal Church to come together at least once in a year in prayer and support of missions. That is 
why today is called World Mission Sunday because it is a day which offers every one of us a unique opportunity to 
contribute our spiritual and material support to every mission, diocese and faith community that stands in need. It is 
therefore a gracious moment for all of us to express solidarity with our brothers and sisters in Christ living on the margins 
in situations of poverty, violence, oppression and intimidation. In the same vein, we must each ask what is our own 
support on this day towards mission? We must remember too that we are all called to be missionaries. As some give to 
the missions by going, others go to the missions by giving, and this brings together the two missionary dimensions of 
word and action. And this is undoubtedly apt for this year’s Mission Sunday themed, “For we cannot but speak about 
what we have seen and heard” (Acts 4:20). This means through us the message of the good news must reach all peoples 
as Jeremiah prophesies in our first reading enjoining us all to Proclaim! Praise! and Shout! the good news that the Lord 
has saved His people. Yes, and He shall deliver them from all the atrocities and bring them back to Himself. As 
missionaries we are God’s people and His instruments to accomplish this task. But how do we go about this? We must 
match actions with words as we see Christ do in the gospel reading.  
 
In his message for World Mission Sunday, the Holy Father Pope Francis explains the ideal behind this year’s theme 
saying that; “Once we experience the power of God’s love, we cannot help but proclaim and share what we have seen 
and heard. Jesus’ relationship with His disciples and His humanity shows us the extent to which God loves our humanity 
and makes His own our joys and sufferings, our hopes and our concerns.” Hence, ask yourself, so far what have you 
seen and heard from the Lord? It is not only the word of the good news but also the gifts you have received. Every good 
gift we have is from God and not meant for us alone but to be broken and shared with others around us. This is the first 
invitation to mission and it remains the best way to pass on the faith. Christ in His generosity does same in the gospel 
by opening the eyes of the blind beggar Bartimaeus. This is not just remarkable but highly instructive for us because 
despite the fact that a large crowd was following Jesus, no one saw Him as the Messiah except the blind Bartimaeus. 
They even tried to discourage him from calling on Christ but his faith gave him courage. This is because he walked by 
faith and could see beyond Christ’s humanity to His divinity to know that He is the Messiah who is capable of not only 
forgiving sins but also of restoring his sight. A sign that Christ indeed is the true light of the world. As such he continued 
to call till he got Christ’s attention and He invited him over. We too must not be tired of calling on Him like Bartimaeus. 
He will surely come to our aid. And at Christ’s invitation he threw off his cloak which was all he had to live on and 
went to Christ. For us too, if our faith must save us, it needs to be real, courageous, strong and stubborn like the faith of 
Bartimaeus ready to impel us to leave behind unimportant things to settle for the most valuable. Because every faith 
must be tested. So, when your faith is tested would it pass the test?  
 
Once we pass the test, we begin to enjoy the wonders of God’s love for us, but we must first learn to trust Him. For it is 
only when we trust Him and can make that leap of blind faith relying on Him that we can walk with Him and be 
opportune to savour His goodness. A priest or pastor, religious or consecrated person has to take this step of blind faith 
in the Lord when they decide to embrace the vocation to serve God in these special ways. Likewise, the one who decides 
to serve God in the married or single blessed vocation. Indeed, anything worthwhile requires this step of blind faith 
moving into the unknown but secured future with the assurance of faith in God. By so doing, our whole lives become a 
matter of just trusting in God, and that is only when we as missionaries can begin to find true happiness like Bartimaeus. 
To do this we must trust God to lead us. That is the only way to overcome the challenges we must confront on mission 
because Christ will surely locate us and ask us, what do you want me to do for you? Nothing must stop us from sharing 
with others the love and joy of the gospel we have received till our Lord calls us to Himself. Let us pray that the good 
Lord may give us the generosity of heart to be true missionaries in word and deed by giving to the mission 
wholeheartedly as God has given us Himself in His Son and by going to the mission willingly as God came to us Himself 
in His Son. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 


