
Homily for II (2) Sunday of Advent year C, 05-12-2021 by Fr. Lubem Robert Waya, osj. 
First Reading: Baruch 5:1-9 
Psalm: Psalm 125 
Second Reading: Philippians 1:4-6, 8-11 
Gospel: Luke 3:1-6 

HOW AM I PREPARING? 

On this second Sunday of advent, we light our second candle of the advent wreath, the candle of faith which 
calls us to have faith in God. Right from the first reading we can already see this theme resonating from the 
meditation of the prophet Baruch on Isaiah’s promises for Jerusalem at the return of Israel from exile in 
Babylon. He confidently invites Jerusalem to take off the dress of sorrow and distress, and put on the beauty 
of the glory of God forever so that God will make her shine in splendour to every nation under heaven. This 
prophecy is meant for us too. But for it to come to pass in our lives, we like Israel must heed the Lord’s call 
to flatten the mountains and the hills in our lives, and fill up the gaping spaces created by the valleys of sin so 
that we will be able to welcome the Lord into our lives at His coming. What are these high mountains and 
hills in our lives if not the grey areas that oppose the spirit and presence of God which need to be flattened, 
and the valleys created by the lack of Divine presence in our lives that need to be filled up? Some of these are 
our unhealthy addictions and habitual sins that manifest in ungodly behaviours. We must cut them off at once 
so that the Lord can find a place to come into our lives. This is a serious advent call for us all, so that we make 
the right preparations for the Lord’s coming and be found worthy to receive Him into our lives. This is why 
the gospel also repeats this same invitation in the call and mission of John the Baptist. 

John came as a voice to prepare a community of repentance to be ready for the Messiah. He calls us all as members of 
this community to prepare a way for the Lord, to make His paths straight so that all mankind might see the salvation of 
God. What this underscores, is that there is always a link between our preparation and the revelation of God’s glory in 
our lives. So, we must each ask, how am I preparing? Am I focusing on the physical aspects and neglecting the spiritual 
as we are always wont to do? The nature of our preparation determines the magnitude of God’s glory we exude in our 
lives. Without an adequate preparation, sin will envelope us and God’s glory will be eclipsed. Hence, the right 
preparation is a radical change of behaviour and attitude to abruptly break away from sin and its proclivities going in 
the opposite direction to welcome God’s kingdom of peace and justice. This entails true repentance and total conversion 
of heart to have the love of God in us. Because a heart without the love of God is cold and cannot see and feel God in 
itself nor in others and as such cannot love others. A heart that cannot love is full of evil and lacks good. A heart that 
lacks good is proud and cannot show gratitude to the God who though was God chose to come as a servant for our 
salvation. An ungrateful heart is sinful and cannot aspire to holiness and righteousness which endears us to God. So, ask 
yourself, how is your heart? Remember however the words of the psalmist who reminds us that a humble contrite heart 
the Lord will not spurn (Psalm 51:17). No doubt His coming is imminent, but if our hearts do not convert, no amount 
of preparation will be sufficient to receive Him. 

That is why to help us prepare well, we must take into account St. Paul’s exhortation in the second reading in his letter 
to the Philippians which conveys his deep sentiments of affection in a fashion that leaves us doubtless that this was his 
favourite community. He commends them for their partnership with him in the gospel, and prays that God’s work in 
them may be brought to completion so that they may be ready for the imminent coming of the Lord. His heart indeed is 
full of the love of God by which he is also able to love them and desire for them what is good and best in just the same 
way that Christ loves them. Then he prays that their love for each other may increase so that their knowledge is improved 
and their perception deepened more to recognize what is best. Do you recognize what is best and desire it for others? 
This is one way we know we truly love someone when we desire and work for their good. In this way we appreciate the 
wonderful gift St. Paul gives to this community, reminding us also to think of the kind of gifts we share in this season 
of love. It should be gifts that edify and build rather than destroy. 

Paul’s instruction here is so important to us because without the right knowledge we too cannot recognise God as the 
best and greatest value in life to be pursued, and we will never desire and aspire for the purity and innocence God wants 
us to embrace as we prepare for the Day of Christ. That is the day that will bring us the perfect goodness when God’s 
glory and praise is fully revealed in our lives. Are you ready for that day? We must hastily cut off sin and embrace 
holiness in our lives as we wait for that day. Removing the old garment to put on that of holiness must lead us to love 
one another truly, and become desirous of what is good and best for them as shown us by the prophet Baruch, John the 
Baptist and St. Paul, so that the Lord’s coming will find us all ready. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 


