
Homily for XXIX (29) Sunday year B, 17-10-2021 by Fr. Lubem Robert Waya, osj. 
First Reading: Isaiah 53:10-11 
Psalm: Psalm 33 
Second Reading: Hebrews 4:14-16 
Gospel: Mark 10:35-45. 

 
WHAT IS TRUE GREATNESS? 

It is not the size of a person’s entourage that makes him or her great. It is not the position of authority which 
a person holds that demonstrates his or her greatness. Neither is it the amount of money that a person has in 
his or her account that proves their greatness. True greatness lies in the quality of the sacrifices we make to 
bring about improvement in people’s lives. If someone who is sad can smile because of you, or if you are the 
reason why someone has refused to give up on life, then you are truly great. The effect of greatness is the 
positive impact we can make in peoples’ lives which only comes from service following the example of Jesus 
Christ who is the greatest. For even though He was God, He came not to be served but to serve and to give 
His life as a ransom for many. That is why He has called us too to service, showing us that it is only through 
service that we can become great. This basic truth is affirmed in the fourth song of the Suffering Servant of 
Yahweh as captured in our first reading of today from the book of the prophet Isaiah. His destiny was service, 
and it was not just ordinary service but service through humiliation and suffering even to the point of dying 
for the wellbeing of others. Such was the life of Christ who came in fulfilment of this prophecy to make the 
supreme sacrifice in obedience to the Father’s will so that we may have life in abundance. As leaders, if we 
act like Him sacrificing for and serving others then we can be truly great. Ask yourself today, are you great? 
  
As seen in the gospel reading, it is not everyone who can understand Christ and His mission. Even those who 
responded to the call to follow Him as the twelve apostles did not fully understand Him and where He was 
leading them to. Hence it is not surprising that James and John came to make the request to be each by His 
side in glory. They wanted to be great in the eyes of the world, because in their thinking this was all that 
matters in following Jesus.  But Jesus counters their misunderstanding by repeating the need for a disciple to 
first follow the master in suffering so as to obtain the crown of glory in the end. This means that even today 
there are some of us who follow Christ without understanding who He is and what His mission is all about. 
Such people follow Him for personal gains and favours that are not consistent with the nature of the God they 
have chosen to follow. Are you not one of them? Then ask yourself, why are you following Christ? 
 
Just like James and John, today some of us follow Christ for prestige and positions of honour. Others decide 
to follow Him so that they can be placed to be in charge of others as men and women of God. Such people 
desire respect and authority to control people. Yet others follow Him because they are in difficulties and once 
things turn around for them, they abandon Him sooner than later. Others follow Him because of particular 
favours they are expecting from Him. But in all of these, Christ asks us today, how do we utilize the power 
and authority vested on us in the various capacities we function as leaders both in the Church and outside the 
Church? The lesson He gives us today is that no matter the post we occupy in the Church and outside the 
Church, the best and the greatest way of exercising our authority is not to lord it over people but in service for 
the good and wellbeing of the people. This is because God is the author of all power and authority who sets 
the tone for its right usage. And as He used His power and authority to uplift us by accepting to die for us 
while we were yet sinners, we too must not abuse power and authority but use it for service. This is how true 
leaders use authority since it is a privilege given us by God. The true leader is the one who like Christ is the 
servant of all. How beautiful the world would be if our leaders and politicians use their authority in this 
manner. It begins with you and me in the manner we use our authority and power at home, work, school, 
Church, e.t.c. Ask yourself, how do you use the authority God has given you?  
 
Let us today learn from Jesus the Son of God who emptied Himself in humility assuming the form of a slave. 
He did this to make atonement for our sins so that we may have life and have it in abundance. May He give 
us the grace of Christian fidelity to follow in His steps in a life of humility, service, love, obedience and 
generosity, so that we may merit the crown of eternal life at last. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 


