
Homily for XXVIII (28) Sunday year B, 10-10-2021 by Fr. Lubem Robert Waya, osj. 
First Reading: Wisdom 7:7-11 
Psalm: Psalm 90 
Second Reading: Hebrews 4:12-13 
Gospel: Mark 10:17-30 

ARE YOU FOOLISH OR WISE? 
 
As decision-making beings, we always live by choice. The choices we make on a daily basis from what we think, eat, 
drink, choose to do or not do, all define our lives. These choices can either make us or mar us depending on what we 
take life to be. The truth however remains that we cannot choose everything neither can we choose nothing. We are 
existentially compelled to choose from a range of options. And in choosing, there is always the opportunity cost we 
must incur which is the foregone alternative. A wise person therefore chooses what truly matters in their life and forgoes 
what does not matter. But the question is what exactly does matter most in life, and how can we know it? Is it fame, 
wealth, popularity, power, beauty, authority, sensuality etc? Whatever matters in our lives can either lead us to or hinder 
us from discovering the true purpose and meaning of life itself. The author of the first reading in addressing this concern, 
proposes to us that only wisdom and understanding can lead us to unravel the true purpose and meaning of life, and be 
able to choose right. This is because God the maker of the universe is the author of Wisdom and He is Wisdom. In 
Wisdom He created the world and continues to rule it by His Wisdom. So only the wise choose God. To choose Him is 
to embrace His word too which is scripture. Because ignorance of scripture is ignorance of God, and ignorance of God 
is to be bereft of Wisdom, and that means foolishness. We all need Wisdom to choose because without it we cannot 
make meaning of life in the universe. Ask yourself, are you truly wise? Christ draws our focus to the same challenge in 
the gospel reading so that we can learn how to draw our scale of preference right. 
 
In Christ’s encounter with the rich young man, He shows us that true wisdom is indeed indispensable in our quest for 
heaven. To be truly wise is to be in God since God is the true Wisdom. Without this Wisdom therefore, we cannot 
choose right like the young man. He was a good man but with a misplaced hope and treasure. Humanly he was legally 
just and a good citizen as he had kept all the laws from his youth. He was comfortable since he had the best the world 
could offer – wealth and security, but he had no peace and hence no true happiness since he wasn’t guaranteed of eternal 
life. Indeed, there was still something he lacked. So, he was not a complete man. Only a truly wise person knows that 
he or she is not complete. For us too something is always lacking in our lives since we are on pilgrimage, which we 
must make up for in Christ. And like the young man, we too must approach Christ in order to become complete. For 
you, in your own life, what is lacking? Is it faith, hope, love, or peace? Socrates the great philosopher in his wisdom 
acknowledged that the greatest knowledge he acquired was the certainty that he knew nothing, since what is yet unknown 
is always greater than what is already known. Like the young man too clinging to the wealth he already had even to the 
detriment of eternal life he was yet to receive from Christ, we too constrain ourselves when we begin to worship wealth 
instead of the God of the wealth. This is a lack of wisdom to know the difference and to understand that no amount of 
wealth nor created thing can give us eternal life. Ask yourself, do you worship the God of wealth or the wealth of God? 
 
Many of us today are driven by the greed to acquire everything we see. Let us ask ourselves, what are those things that 
are most important in our lives? In what lies our comfort and security? Is it in our wealth, possessions, power and 
authority? Remember Jesus is not opposed to wealth per se, nor is He opposed to the wealthy. Afterall, He had all 
categories of people as His friends including the rich. His warning only has to do with our attitude to the wealth that 
God has given to us. Do we let the wealth and possessions take the place of God in our lives? If yes, it means that we 
now trust in riches and wealth rather than in God. Then it becomes the proverbial putting the cart before the horse. A 
wise man or woman draws their scale of preference right, putting first the God of the gift before the gift of God. Indeed, 
the right ordering is to approach the giver of the gift so as to know how best to use the gift. God is the giver of all good 
gifts, and He desires that we put the gifts we have received from Him into service for the wellbeing of one another. It is 
by so doing that God becomes our greatest treasure. May He give us the wisdom to draw our scale of preference right. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 


