
Homily for XXVII (27) Sunday year B, 03-10-2021 by Fr. Lubem Robert Waya, osj. 
First Reading: Genesis 2:18-24 
Psalm: Psalm 128 
Second Reading: Hebrew 2:9-11 
Gospel: Mark 10:2-16 

WHAT IS MARRIAGE? 
Our opening reading from Genesis draws our minds to God’s original plan for mankind right from creation. He had 
destined from the beginning to establish an unbreakable bond of union with man who is the climax of His creation. For 
this He made mankind in His own image and likeness for communion. Hence, He instituted marriage between a man 
and a woman to be the covenantal sign of this communion to show His continued presence with humanity for the ultimate 
good of mankind. This is because as a Trinity, God Himself is a communion of persons and so He does not will man to 
live in solitude either but in communion with one another in marriage and with Him. Thus, He elevated marriage among 
the baptised to the dignity of a sacrament with which the man and the woman establish between themselves the 
partnership of the whole life ordered to their good and to the procreation and education of offspring (c.1055).  
 
This reveals the underlying truths about marriage as first of all, the most basic human institution with a Divine origin. 
Little wonder then that marriage is often described as the nucleus of the society, and as the origin of the family, it is 
called the domestic Church. Hence whatever affects the family, affects the entire society. Secondly, that a true marriage 
can only exist between a man and a woman who are open to life. Thirdly, that since marriage is a partnership of the 
whole life, it must be an exclusive and permanent union of one man to one woman. Invariably this reveals the essential 
properties of marriage which are unity and indissolubility (c.1056). Hence, any marriage lacking in these is incomplete. 
‘That is why a man leaves his father and mother and joins himself to his wife, and they become one flesh (Genesis 
2.24).’ It is clear then that it is the desire to imitate God that drives men and women to this union of lives that is not just 
to meet their bodily needs. Therefore, it behooves every party to make their marriage a true reflection of God’s 
everlasting love. Ask yourself today, does your marriage reflect this love of God or does it contradict it? Christ repeats 
same call in the gospel to teach us the eternal value of a true marriage. 
 
The pharisees approached Christ with an ill intention to trap Him by asking if there were any grounds on which divorce 
could be justified. However, Jesus seizes this opportunity to reiterate once more the Divine doctrine on matrimony as 
contained in Genesis, that a true marriage must be between a man and a woman, and the bond must endure perpetually. 
It is so since with marriage, the two in mirroring God’s perfect love and unity become one flesh. No animal is capable 
of this even though in the second creation account they were all created before mankind. That is why none could be 
found a perfect companion for the man but the woman. Though created last, she was taken from the rib of the man, and 
that is why he exclaimed that she is bone of his bones and flesh of his flesh. It is therefore understandable that the two 
sexes were created for each other as equals to complement each other and perpetuate their existence on earth through 
responsible procreation and right education of their offspring. This is a divine obligation extended to mankind as co-
creators with God. No doubt this bestows on humanity the enormous responsibility to be custodians of God’s creation. 
But how responsible are we in this task? 
 
We see this in man’s first task of naming all that God created. This means he is invited to partner with God in promoting 
the work of creation as a steward. We do this in the most basic manner when we accept and nurture life from conception 
to natural death. Failure in this becomes not only irresponsible but a grave moral evil. This is because the gift of life is 
brought about by the intimate union of a man and a woman only correctly exercised within the given context of a true 
marriage. Anything to the contrary is therefore opposed to God, and as such sinful. Ask yourself today, are you in any 
way opposing this plan of God? 
 
Needless to say, many of us today are no different from the pharisees. We do not only oppose but we even attack God’s 
original plan for the sacred institution of marriage in various ways. For instance, when we attempt to severe the unitive 
from the procreative dimension of love by promoting the use of contraception or gay unions, and marriage without 
wanting children. Or when we threaten marital stability and cause divorce, single and planned parenthood, or 
unfaithfulness, etc. Let us remember that Christ reproaches anyone who attempts to severe the marriage bond since it is 
sanctioned by God. Because when we put asunder what God has joined together, we inevitably plummet into conflict. 
That is why today the whole human community is steeped in crises and is sick because this sacred institution of marriage 
is sick and under severe attack. Let us ask God today to rescue the human family from the clutches of evil, and incline 
us to rediscover and follow the ideal of marriage according to His will. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.  


