
Homily for XXVI (26) Sunday year B, 26-09-2021 by Fr. Lubem Robert Waya, osj. 
First Reading: Numbers 11:25-29 
Psalm: Psalm 19:8, 10, 12-13, 14 
Second Reading: James 5:1-6 
Gospel: Mark 9:38-43, 45, 47-48 

WHO CAN MONOPOLISE GOD? 
A famous passage from St. Augustine’s Confessions goes thus: “Great are you, O Lord, and exceedingly 
worthy of praise; your power is immense, and your wisdom beyond reckoning. And so we men, who are a due 
part of your creation, long to praise you – we also carry our mortality about with us, carry the evidence of our 
sin and with it the proof that you thwart the proud. You arouse us so that praising you may bring us joy, 
because you have made us and drawn us to yourself, and our heart is restless until it rests in you.” This passage 
expresses a basic truth that we find manifest in our readings of today, that the greatest human longing is 
fulfilled in God when we praise Him. And to praise God itself is a gift that God chooses to bestow on us freely, 
through His Spirit. Nevertheless, this Spirit of God is to be welcomed wherever it may be found for it to be 
effective in our lives. But are we ready to welcome God’s Spirit in our lives?  
 
In the first reading Joshua son of Nun concluded that since Eldad and Medad did not come to the Tent, they 
had no share in God’s Spirit to prophesy and should be stopped. His reasoning is similar to that of John in the 
gospel reading who got upset and forbade someone from carrying out a good work in Christ’s name simply 
because he was not part of “them”. Like them, many of us today attempt to build walls around our circles so 
as to monopolise and privatise God to the total exclusion of others. We believe we own God and He belongs 
to us alone. Such people think only Catholics, protestants, Christians, Muslims, or members of their religion 
will be saved. You think so too, right? But Moses and Christ remind us today that God bestows His Spirit on 
whomever He wills. St. Paul corroborates this truth when he says ‘And because ye are sons, God hath sent 
forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father (Galatians 4:6).’ Without God’s Spirit 
therefore, we cannot do anything that gives praise to God. Vatican II also affirms this truth in Lumen Gentium 
no. 16, teaching us that the Holy Spirit is at work even in those who are seeking God and His Kingdom in the 
shadows and images under signs and symbols. And in an unambiguous manner Christ demonstrates this in 
His response to John. He says ‘you must not stop him since no one who works a miracle in my name is likely 
to speak evil of me.’ This is not to deny the fact that there are false prophets using the name of Christ for other 
gains. However, the questions we should ask are; what is our reaction when we see those who are not part of 
us or our religion carrying out good works in God’s name and giving Him praise? What if it is those we 
consider as public sinners and non-believers? Do we love their humanity and accept their works or do we 
become jealous and suspicious like Joshua and John? Then we do not have the love of God in us. 
 
St. Paul tells us, ‘love is not jealous…but rejoices in the right’ (1 Corinthians 13:4, 6). Therefore, the love of 
God frees us from envy and jealousy. And once poured into our hearts, it makes us seek the highest good of 
our neighbour not minding where it comes from. Hence, true love rejoices in our neighbour’s good, while 
envy and jealousy make us grieve over our neighbour’s good. It makes us aspire to our final destination which 
is heaven, rather than be pre-occupied with the fleeting passions of the world. This love pushes us to assume 
responsibility also for the moral wellbeing of our neighbour, avoiding scandals and anything that can mislead 
us and our neighbour, including sin. We can achieve this when we see and treat our neighbour as an end rather 
than a means to an end. No doubt this requires mortification and self-discipline to let go whatever can make 
us lose God. Are you willing to let go whatever is hindering you? 
 
Let us take the admonition of Jesus seriously. Even if it is those things that are dear to you that will make you 
lose God, let them go! It may be the people around you, or your wealth, job, position, business, dreams, e.t.c., 
or your bad and sinful habits like, lies and gossip, fornication and adultery, idolatry, drunkenness, murder, etc, 
remember you must shed them off! For it is better to suffer discomfort in this life than live the rest of eternity 
in the fiery Gehenna. May the Lord help us to identify all the things that lead us into sin and to shed them off 
so that we can become candidates for His heavenly kingdom. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.  


