
 

Homily for XXV (25) Sunday year B, 19-09-2021 by Fr. Lubem Robert Waya, osj. 
First Reading: Wisdom 2:12.17-20 
Psalm: Psalm 54 
Second Reading: James 3:16-4:3 
Gospel: Mark 9:30-37 

GREATNESS IN GOD’S SIGHT 
Our first reading from the book of Wisdom opens with a dominant contrast between Divine Wisdom and folly. 
This immediately arrests our attention since what true Wisdom is, remains a perennial bone of contention in 
our quest for meaning in the world. What one considers to be wise could rightly and simultaneously be 
considered by another as foolish. For this reason, it is not strange that what is characterized here as folly is the 
same thing considered as wisdom in the sense of the world. It is embraced by the godless and wicked in 
opposition to Divine Wisdom which originates from God and is embraced by the righteous. Hence for the 
righteous man, true wisdom lies in virtuous living according to the mind and dictates of the Lord. While for 
the evil man, true wisdom lies in false living and unleashing of pain on the virtuous who are opposed to his 
evil ways. But for you, what then is true wisdom? That of God or that of the world? 
 
St. Paul clearly captures this in his allegory of the Cross in 1 Corinthians 1:23-24 where the same Cross of 
Christ is simultaneously different things to different people – a stumbling block to the Jews and foolishness 
to the Greeks. Yet he adds in the end ‘but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, on the Cross hangs 
Christ crucified “who is the power of God, and the Wisdom of God.”’ So, to you, what is the Cross of Christ? 
Only the one who sees beyond the foolishness and shame of the Cross, can see its Wisdom and glory. Such 
are the truly wise ones who can be great in God’s Kingdom as Christ teaches us in the gospel today. Because 
greatness in the eyes of God is opposed to greatness in the eyes of the world. Do you want to be great in the 
eyes of the world or in the eyes of God? How we see the Cross determines where we can be great. 
 

It is to redirect our focus and lead us to rediscover the path to heaven that Christ tells His apostles today how 
one can become great in the Kingdom of God. His clarity is unparallel! Firstly, He is not talking about the 
World but the Kingdom of God. As such, only Godly virtues are reckoned here and this would necessarily 
clash with the values of the world. Secondly, just as Christ though God, emptied Himself and became a servant 
for our sake (Philippians 2:7), so too the greatest in God’s Kingdom must empty himself to become childlike, 
embracing humility, simplicity, obedience, service, innocence and total dependence on God as a child depends 
entirely on its parents. Are these virtues found in you? 
 
As vulnerable as a child is, children at the time of Christ were among the most neglected and less cared for in 
the society. They had no rights, positions, or privileges of their own as they were placed at the service and 
mercy of their parents much like domestic servants. To welcome a child in one’s midst as a guest was as such 
a hard thing to see. Christ’s gesture therefore is to teach us to identify with the downtrodden, the weak, 
vulnerable and most neglected of the society. Because the greatest in God’s kingdom is the least and most 
neglected in the eyes of the world. That is, the one who is humble and lowly of heart who willingly empties 
himself of pride and self-seeking glory, taking the position of a servant like a child. Christ remains our model 
as He came not to be served, but to serve (Matthew 20:28). He lowered Himself and took our lowly nature 
that He might raise us up and clothe us in His Divine nature. For us to follow in His footsteps then, we must 
ask ourselves what our rapport with those on the margins of the society is. Do we see in them the image of 
God worthy of love or do we see them as burdensome nonentities to be avoided? Can we welcome and serve 
them? When we are able to welcome such, then it is God we are welcoming and we become great in His 
Kingdom. Only then can we be proud to embrace His Cross, because we are able to see beyond its passion 
and shame to its joy and glory. And we become the possessors of the true Wisdom which comes from above 
that makes us agents of peace and harmony rather than the wisdom from below overruled by ambition that 
makes us agents of war and strife. May the Lord empty us of pride and fill us with humility so that we might 
seek Him the true Wisdom and become great in His Kingdom. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 


