
Homily for XXIV (24) Sunday year B, 12-09-2021 by Fr. Lubem Robert Waya, osj. 
First Reading: Isaiah 50:5-9 
Psalm: Psalm 116 
Second Reading: James 2:14-18 
Gospel: Mark 8:27-35 

IS JESUS THE MESSIAH YOU SEEK?  
 

Isaiah’s poem in the first reading on the Suffering Servant opens the second part of the book of Isaiah with 
hope. It is a book directed towards Israel in exile suffering in Babylon far away from their homeland. Yet their 
fate was a Divine punishment as a consequence for abandoning the ways of their God. As a response, this 
treatise brings words of consolation to the exiles, reminding us too that God never abandons us even when we 
are the cause of our suffering. Here the prophet prophesies of a day when the sins of the people will be expiated 
by God’s servant and God will lead them back to their homeland of rest. And that a prophet shall come who 
will willingly take upon himself the guilt of the people and suffer for their vindication. He shall face insults 
and humiliation fearing no shame because the Lord God is his help. We too must not lose hope because of 
present challenges, for our help surely comes from the Lord who made heaven and earth. Therefore, Christ 
the suffering servant of the Lord is on His way to vindicate us, but not at no cost – the cross. Let us hold firm. 
To serve Him then we too must know that our lives cannot be free of suffering. But are we prepared for this?  
 

We witness in the gospel a key moment in the ministry of Jesus – Peter’s confession of faith that He is the 
Christ which means the Anointed One and Messiah to save the world. Nevertheless, as true as this may be, He 
will save the world only by the cross. So, in Christ is the ultimate fulfilment of Isaiah’s prophecy about the 
coming of the Suffering Servant. However, this time the Suffering Servant of the Lord comes to liberate God’s 
people not from any kind of physical captivity but from the spiritual captivity of sin. As such for our sakes, 
He accepted to carry the Cross to Calvary and die so that we may have life and have it in abundance. This is 
what Paul explains in 2 Corinthians 5:21 “for He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might 
become the righteousness of God in Him.” Are we going to let His suffering go in vain? Let us follow Him. 
 

How then can we claim to follow such a Messiah who chose the path of suffering and pain to bring us comfort 
without we ourselves experiencing suffering? This is absolutely impossible. Except we choose to follow 
someone else in His name. Sometimes we may think we know Him too well because we are confessing Him 
with our lips. Peter truly confessed Him today as the Christ (Messiah), but failed to understand His kind of 
Messiahship. Little wonder then why He charged them to tell no one He is the Christ till after the resurrection. 
They were yet to understand Him. Understanding Christ can only come through a personal encounter which 
leads to transformation. That is when we can say yes to Him and His Cross. Therefore, to confess Him as the 
Messiah but without the Cross as does Peter today would be a deliberate attempt to subject God to our whims 
and caprices. This is the peak of selfishness that puts us in stark opposition to God’s plan, making us Satan 
instead. Hence Christ commands us and Peter today “Get behind me Satan.” Are you standing in God’s way? 
 
In many ways today we oppose God’s plan and purposes but see it as normal because we live in a world with 
conflicting values. Vices are promoted as fashion while virtues are abhorred as primitive. Clearly abnormality 
has taken the place of normality and has thus become normal. To talk about God in a world created by God 
has suddenly become a taboo and a hate speech. Godly truths concerning life, good, marriage and sexuality 
are now sacrificed on the altar of political correctness and opposed as regressive. And on the other hand, 
worldly trends are termed as progressive because they promote freedom without responsibility. This as St. 
James warns, unavoidably leads to the temptation to severe faith from good works without which faith would 
be dead. Thus, we cannot claim to be serving God simply because we proclaim Him with our lips if we do not 
show forth corresponding good works in our lives. The testimony of our lives lived in conformity with the 
faith we profess is the greatest witness that qualifies us as true followers of Christ who are not paying Him 
just a lip service. Are you sure you are not paying God lip service? May the Lord give us the grace to merge 
faith with good works in order to become authentic disciples ready to follow Christ faithfully to Calvary so as 
to also rise with Him into the glory of heaven. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.  


