
Homily for XXIII (23) Sunday year B, 05-09-2021 by Fr. Lubem Robert Waya, osj. 
First Reading: Isaiah 35:4-7 
Psalm: Psalm 146 
Second Reading: James 2:1-5 
Gospel: Mark 7:31-37 

ARE YOU OPEN TO THE WORD OF GOD?  

Isaiah’s Messianic poem in the first reading with the promise of the Day of the Lord in the wake of the disaster 
that had come upon the whole of Israel and Judah, becomes a promise of salvation. This prophecy looks 
forward to the coming of the Lord to heal Israel and take vengeance on her tormentors. And this coming of 
the Lord would be accompanied by these signs – the eyes of the blind shall be opened, the ears of the deaf 
unsealed, the lame shall leap like a deer and the tongues of the dumb sing for joy. So, no one will be neglected 
or forgotten because everyone including the physically challenged are all loving creatures of the same loving 
God. It is hence not strange to see this prophecy being fulfilled in the gospel reading of today with Christ.  

 

It was just when He had returned from the district of Tyre by the way of Sidon through the Decapolis that we 
see Jesus perform this miracle. He heals a deaf man who also had a speech impediment. The connection 
between the First Reading and the Gospel Reading here is the same as the connection between a promise and 
its fulfillment. He took him away from the crowd. He touched his ears and his mouth and said, “Be open”. 
And the man left singing the praises of God to the world because indeed his ears and mouth were opened.  

 

This is a story with baptismal overtones, for during baptism the priest touches the ears and mouths of the 
neophytes, and says be open. So, this is a story about us and our lives in the Lord since baptism is the gateway 
sacrament. Why did Jesus take him away from the crowd? Jesus took him away from the crowd, away from 
the noise, away from distractions and discouragements so that he could have a personal encounter with the 
Messiah. He calls us away from the crowd, away from the noise to his quiet. Maintaining that quiet and silence 
before the Lord is very important because it is an opportunity to listen. Once claimed by God, He invites us 
to listen to His Word. It is when we listen to Him that we can go out there to share His Word with others 
around us. That is why after opening His ears, He restored His power of speech as well. After our baptism we 
are also to listen to the Word of God and proclaim it to the world. Are you doing this? 

 
What Jesus has done to this man is a sign of the coming of God into the world, the Day of the Lord when the 
tongues of the dumb will sing for joy. Through us too, God brings peace, health and joy into the lives of people 
whom we meet. They should experience God’s personal touch through our loving gestures as did Christ. These 
awaken in them faith and bring them healing. The question we should ask ourselves is, how do we make 
people feel and experience the loving presence of God in the world today through our words and actions? In 
baptism He has opened our ears so that we can hear the Word of God. And He has opened our mouths so that 
we can proclaim the praise of God to the world. What do we use our ears to listen to? Is it the voice of God or 
other voices? What do we proclaim with our mouths? Is it praises of God or of the evil one?  

 
Our ears must long for the Word of God which is the way, the truth and the life, and our mouths must hunger 
to speak the Word of God which is the same way, truth and life. For Christ says, “then you will know the truth 
and the truth shall set you free” (John 8:32). It was in the spirit of truth that Jesus went about acting with the 
transforming power of kindness and compassion for all that came across Him. He did not make distinctions 
between the rich and the poor as St. James warns. Rather, He went out in search especially of the poor and 
neglected of the society who became rich in faith and heirs to the Kingdom. What about you? How do you 
treat the poor and the downtrodden? May the Lord touch our hearts and minds to be sensitive to the plight of 
one another, most especially the poor and neglected in our society, and bring them to Christ. We ask this 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 


