
Homily for XXI (21) Sunday year B, 22-08-2021 by Fr. Lubem Robert Waya, osj. 

First Reading:  Joshua 24:1-2a, 15-17, 18b 

Psalm: Psalm 33(34) 

Second Reading: Ephesians 5:21-32 

Gospel: John 6:60-69 

DO YOU WANT TO GO AWAY TOO? 

By common sense it goes without saying that whatever has a beginning must have an end. This we see quite 

often in our life experiences as we see today also in the life of the people of Israel. Their exodus from Egypt 
which began with Moses as their leader when God established the covenant with them ratified in the first 
Passover meal on that fateful night, is finally brought to an end today with their arrival at the Promised Land. 
As succinctly captured, here they held a great assembly of all the twelve tribes and renewed the covenant with 

promises of loyalty to the Lord for having kept His promise of delivering them from bondage into freedom. 
Joshua their leader puts before them a decisive poser to choose whom to serve. Leading by example Joshua 
pledged on behalf of his entire household to remain loyal to the God of their fathers, and the Sons of Israel 
followed suit in his words. This same poser is extended to you too - Choose today whom you wish to serve. 

God or idols? The choices we make reveal whom we serve.  

This experience of Israel runs parallel to our gospel pericope of today too which also concludes the Johannine 

revelation of Christ as the Wisdom of the Father and the Bread of Life in His great Eucharistic catechesis of 
John 6. For this reason, the Church dedicates five consecutive Sundays to this chapter alone since the Eucharist 
is not just important in our lives as humans but also central and indispensable in the life of the Church. It is 
the Eucharist that makes the Church. And here we find Christ Himself teaching us about Himself in the 

Eucharist. In the Eucharist we commemorate the new covenant established by God in Christ with us. This was 
ratified in time at the last supper and consummated by Christ’s death on the cross of Calvary. Therefore, each 
time we celebrate the Eucharist we renew this covenant in accordance with Christ’s injunction ‘do this in 
memory of me.’ Hence the Eucharist is the completion of Christ’s bloody sacrifice of Himself on the Cross 

albeit in a bloodless manner. That is why the Eucharist is not a symbol of Christ’s body and blood but His true 
body and blood. So, when Christ says, He is that bread that came down from heaven to give us life, He is 
teaching the truth. As such, each time we eat the bread and drink the wine, we are eating His body and drinking 
His blood, without which we will have no life in us. Nothing must therefore stop us from receiving the 

Eucharist, not even our sins since we have the sacrament of penance.  

The irony however is that this very important teaching left no middle ground for His hearers and as such it 

caused division among Christ’s followers. Many left Him because they found it to be not only upsetting and 
offensive, but also intolerable. Therefore, after this land mark teaching, He lost popularity as many deserted 
and stopped following Him. What about you, have you left Him too? But Lo! and behold, this hard teaching 
is the truth which contains words of spirit and life. That is why it is said ‘truth is always bitter,’ but truth is 

what saves. Although we always have the option to accept it as Divine and true or reject it as a lie and as the 
claim of an imposter. Hence, He poses a question to the twelve, and He extends to us today – ‘what about you, 
do you want to go away too?’ Are you still His follower or have you abandoned Him? 

Today there are many people who desert Christ because they see His teachings as too hard and unbearable. 

They desire to follow a Christ without the Cross. They too claim the name Christian but uphold anything but 

Christian doctrine and truth. Some of such people leave the Church because they see the Church’s teachings 

on the truth value of life, sexuality, marriage, and morality, as too hard to follow, unrealistic and unbearable. 

Are you not one of them? For fear of the truth some have abandoned Christ and His Church today forgetting 

that only the truth can set us free. Peter and the twelve remain our models here. ‘Lord to whom shall we go, 

you have the message of Eternal life, and we believe and know that you are the Holy One of God.’ Do you 

believe in Christ and His teachings? What is your attitude towards the truth, and about yourself when it 

concerns your faults? Take up the challenge of confronting the truth about your life today, and point out to 

yourself those murky areas you need to cut off or improve on; your sins, your attitude, your relationships, etc.   

As we receive Christ in the Eucharist may the Lord give us the courage to seek the truth and help us to always 

serve the truth in any situation we find ourselves. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 


