
Homily for XX (20) Sunday (Solemnity of Assumption) year B, 15-08-2021  

by Fr. Lubem Robert Waya, osj. 

First Reading: Revelation 11:19.12:1-6.10 

Psalm: Psalm 45 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:20-27 

Gospel: Luke 1:39-56 

 

WHY IS THE ASSUMPTION IMPORTANT? 

Today we celebrate one of the most important Marian feasts based on one of the four Marian dogmas very 
central to mainstream Christianity. These are the Dogma of the Theotokos or the Divine Motherhood of Mary, 
the Dogma of the Perpetual Virginity of Mary, the Dogma of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary, and finally the dogma of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary. As regards the Assumption which 
we commemorate as taught by Vatican II “the Immaculate Virgin preserved free from all stain of original sin 
was taken up body and soul into heavenly glory, when her earthly life was over, and exalted by the Lord as 
Queen over all things (LG 59). Though not having an explicit biblical basis, this feast has a twofold objective: 

the happy departure of Mary from this life, and the assumption of her body and soul into heaven. Its origin 
historically lies in the ancient tradition that by the merits of her Son Jesus, her body did not experience decay 
but that she was raised up, body, and soul, into heaven.     
 

 
In Christianity it is common knowledge that from time immemorial Mary has been chosen by God to be the 
special Vessel and to be the New Ark of the New Covenant between God and all of us. As such, she was given 
the special grace of being conceived without the taint of original sin, which we celebrate as the Dogma of the 

Immaculate Conception, as the pure and immaculate Vessel, conceived and then born without sin or any 
subjugation to it, free from its influences unlike that of all other human beings, save that of her own Son, Jesus 
Christ, Our Lord and Messiah. Therefore, having been so prepared to be the New Ark of the New Covenant, 
even far better than the old Ark, she ought not to have been subjected to the punishment and suffering of death. 

Why is that so? That is so because death is the punishment and consequence of sin, and if Mary had not been 
tainted or corrupted by sin, then death has no hold over her at all.  
 
 

The image of the woman portrayed in our first reading from Apocalypse clothed with the sun and the moon 
under her feet with a crown of twelve stars, corresponds to Mary who is assumed into heaven, while her Son 
Jesus is destined to be the ruler of all nations. One cannot help but ponder on how she attained such heights 
of favour before God. It is simply because she kept herself from sin and evil and was courageous enough to 

say yes to God’s proposal of being the mother of God (Jesus). And not just that, but she was also ever willing 
to serve the good of others. This we can see clearly demonstrated in her visit to her cousin Elizabeth even 
when she was heavy with child, which proves her generosity of spirit. She did not care to brag and make boast 
that she is going to be the mother of the Saviour. Instead in humility, she saw that as an opportunity to extend 

a helping hand to her cousin Elizabeth. And by helping her she brought unbounded joy to her and her unborn 
child who leapt in the womb at the greeting. Ask yourself today, how humble, kind and generous are you with 
the blessings God has given to you? Do you bring joy or pain to people? 
 

 
Celebrating Mary’s Assumption into heaven today is a feast that invites us to hope. For us Christians this is 
an assurance that we have someone who is a mother who is always constantly praying for us, and who 
intercedes for us directly beside the Throne of her Son Jesus. How much more then should we always fly to 

her patronage. In this feast we also see the fulfilment of the promise of new life and the existence that we 
ourselves are going to experience in the time to come, as we will also be raised to Heaven, body and soul, at 
the end of time. This is when the final judgment comes, and our souls shall be reunited fully with our bodies, 
glorified, purified and blessed, that we may enjoy forever, with Mary, and with all the saints, the glory and 

true joy of Heaven with God forevermore. Let us pray that the good Lord will increase in us the desire to 
remain close to our Blessed Mother Mary always and to turn to her for help especially in our moments of need 
with faith and trust in her never-failing intercession. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.   


