
Homily for I (1) Sunday of Advent year C, 28-11-2021 by Fr. Lubem Robert Waya, osj. 
First Reading: Jeremiah 33:14-16 
Psalm: Psalm 25 
Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 3:12-4:2 
Gospel: Luke21:25-38.34-36. 

AM I READY? 

Today with advent we begin a new season in the Church. Advent which means coming, is not just a new 
season but the beginning of a new year that puts us in the context of anticipating the coming of the Lord with 
preparation. Indeed, when a new year begins, we are anxious about what possibilities and eventualities it holds. 
With advent’s focus on the coming of the Lord, we are offered a new and unique opportunity to prepare and 
receive the Lord. It is always only wise to begin so, so that we can be sure of ending well. But the question is, 
what coming of the Lord are we actually referring to? And how can we prepare for His coming? 

 

To begin with, advent focuses on the two comings of the Lord: historical and eschatological. In advent we 
first of all look forward to the celebration of the Lord’s coming in the flesh which took place in Bethlehem. 
This is the historical coming of the Lord in time heralded by many prophesies as we can find in the Bible. 
Today’s first reading quotes just one of these prophecies from the Prophet Jeremiah. “The days are coming 
when the promise to Israel will be fulfilled and a just shoot shall rise from the line of David. He will do all 
that is right and just.” It was in the City of David, Bethlehem, that this prophecy would be fulfilled. 
Nevertheless, the people of Jesus’ time took no notice of His coming because they had expected that the 
coming of the Messiah would be accompanied by extraordinary signs and wonders befitting of a King. He 
came truly as an heir to the throne of David but His birth was obscured in a manger. The angels announced 
the glad tidings but only poor shepherds who kept watch at night took heed. And far from those considered 
the rightful heirs to the kingdom, it was the magi of pagan origin from far East who recognised a great omen 
in the sky and followed the star to Bethlehem. This is the event we celebrate at Christmas to thank God for 
accepting to become one of us for our own sake. Indeed, this reminds us that God is at work every time in our 
lives and in our world even when everything seems ordinary and normal. Can you recognise His actions in the 
ordinary everyday events of your life?   

 

The second focus of advent is on the second coming of the Lord which is His coming at the end of time as we 
profess in the Niceno-Constantinopolitan creed at mass. This is the eschatological coming of the Lord to judge 
us all both living and dead. And Christ warns us to take heed so that the day does not come upon us suddenly 
like a snare. We may ask, but how can we know when that time comes? This second coming of His would 
also be heralded by signs. However, as we know, Christ during His public ministry performed numerous signs; 
turning water into wine, calming the storm at sea and walking on water, multiplying loaves to feed the hungry, 
healing the sick and raising the dead, etc., yet many questioned His authority, the authenticity of the signs and 
also refused to believe His claim to be the Messiah. As such He performed His last and greatest sign which 
was His rising from the dead on the third day, which demonstrates His power over death and that He came to 
give us life in abundance. Yet even then and now, many still do not believe. Are you not one of them? That is 
why today He declares to us all that He will once again perform one final sign at the end of time when He will 
return in glory as judge to vindicate those who accepted Him as Lord and Saviour, while those who rejected 
Him will head to where they have chosen for themselves. Have you accepted Him as your Messiah? This is 
why He uses the title of “Son of Man” drawn from the book of the prophet Daniel 7:13-14 referring to this 
time when He will be vested with authority over all the earth with an everlasting reign. When this time comes 
will you be ready? Advent gives us the opportunity to be ready for this coming of the Lord. And how can we 
be ready? St. Paul tells us in the second reading be prepared always and to live in holiness while waiting for 
His coming. This means we love one another and are generous to one another for the sake of God. Are you 
doing this? Are you generous to the needy? One who is prepared for the Lord must remain confident and full 
of hope doing good, no matter the situation at hand. May the Lord find us ready when He comes. Amen. 


