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The proclamation of the coming of the Kingdom of God dominated Jesus’ preaching and teaching. In 
fact, he began his ministry saying, “The Kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe.” (Mark 1 15) 
When the people of Capernaum, impressed by Jesus’ miraculous healings, wanted him to remain in 
their town Jesus said, I must go because “to the other towns also I must proclaim the Good News of 
the Kingdom of God.” (Luke 4:43) He taught his disciples to pray, “Thy Kingdom come.” (Matt. 6: 10) 
He told them to “Seek first the Kingdom of God.” (Matt. 6: 33) And he sent his Apostles saying: ‘As 
you go make this proclamation: The Kingdom of heaven is at hand.” (Matt. 10:7) I could go on. 

We hear and read this expression “the Kingdom” many times but perhaps seldom stop to think what 
it really means; what it really is! Certainly, there are signs of the Kingdom all around us. In 1864 the 
Catholics of Glen Innes would have seen in the building of their first beautiful church a visible sign 
that God’s kingdom was here and growing. How could we disagree? For with the church came the 
more frequent presence of a priest and the celebration of the sacraments, especially Sunday Mass. 

They would have considered that the kingdom was achieving some real stability 150 years ago in 
September 1871 when Glen Innes became a parish - the event that we celebrate today, a little late 
thanks to COVID but fittingly on the day we also celebrate Jesus Christ our King and his Kingdom. 

And they would have delighted in 1884 when the Catholic School was opened, knowing that the 
dedicated teachers and soon to arrive Sisters of Saint Joseph would help pass on the faith to their 
children so that the kingdom would grow. 

But in 1844, 27 years before Glen Innes became a parish, a key event in the growth of the Kingdom 
of God occurred in the district. In that year a Fr James Hanley was riding on horseback the 700 miles 
from Brisbane to Sydney to attend Australia’s first Plenary Council. In his History of the Diocese, 
Bishop Doody tells us Fr Hanley was the first ever Catholic priest to visit the area; and that as he 
passed through, he made friends with the local Indigenous people, and performed the first ever 
Catholic Marriage in this part of Australia just down the road at Ben Lomond Station. 

Mr Trim, a surveyor working in the area (and a protestant), and Mary, a Catholic and domestic servant 
on Ben Lomond Station, had fallen in love - but there was nobody to marry them! When Fr Hanley 
arrived unexpectedly at the Station and dismounted his horse, Mr Trim apparently said, “Now or 
never Mary – His Reverence will tie the knot for us!” And he did! By the Sacrament of Matrimony and 
the grace of God a new family was created: a cradle of faith, hope, and love where children would 
come to life and grow to full maturity, taking their place in God’s Kingdom and helping it grow. As a 
post-script Bishop Doody tells us the groom later became a leading Catholic. 

And so we have the founding of the parish, the opening of the school, and the district’s first 
sacramental marriage. Whilst it is the first of these - the founding of the parish - we celebrate today, 
I have mentioned all three because they go together: Family, parish, and school cooperating with 
each other and supporting each other in passing on the faith and growing the Kingdom of God.  

But what is this Kingdom of God we all belong to and proclaim? We get a glimpse of it in the Book of 
Genesis which starts with the words “In the beginning” and describes the Kingdom of God as a living 



reality. Made in the image of God, the man and woman live in peace with God, with one another, 
and with all of creation of which they are stewards. It is a kingdom of truth and life; a kingdom of 
holiness and grace; a kingdom of justice, love, and peace. Listen for this beautiful description of the 
Kingdom in this morning’s Preface just before we sing the Sanctus. 

But this Kingdom is short-lived. The man and woman are not satisfied. They want more; they want 
to be masters and exercise absolute independence from God. “Their hearts are seized with delusions 
of omnipotence”, Pope Francis says, “however their experience goes in the opposite direction and 
they discover that they are naked, without anything.” (Wednesday audience on Prayer 27 May 2021) 
Their arrogance brings the kingdom crashing down and they are banished.  

In the fullness of time God sends his only Son, Jesus Christ, to restore and usher in the new Kingdom 
of God. It is still a kingdom of truth and life; holiness and grace; justice, love, and peace. But this time, 
as Jesus says in today’s Gospel, it is not a kingdom entirely of this world. It is a kingdom which begins 
in this world, but finds its completion in the next world. For now it grows; it grows slowly but steadily. 

When we look at what Jesus says about the kingdom, we find he never actually says what it is. But 
he does describe it in many parables. And so, it is like the sower and the seed (Matt.13:3-23); like the 
mustard seed (Matt. 13:31-32); like the wheat and the weeds (Matt. 13:24-30). The kingdom grows, 
and grows slowly in every act of truth, justice, love, and peace; in every human response to God’s 
gifts of holiness and grace. 

In today’s Gospel Jesus declares that he is the King of this Kingdom. But He is a most unusual King; a 
king who possesses all power but who shuns from enforcing it; he exercises his kingship not by lording 
but by serving, by washing his subjects’ feet; by loving; and ultimately dying for them. He is a king 
who reigns from a cross not a throne, saying “When I am lifted up from the earth, I will draw all 
people to myself.” And Jesus extends his royal invitation to his subjects; to you and me whom he has 
made a line of kings as St John said in our Second Reading from the Book of Revelation. 

In the Kingdom of God there is one overarching law; the law of love: You must love the Lord, your 
God, with all your heart, soul and mind and you must love your neighbour as yourself. (Matt 22: 37-
40). 

In the Kingdom of God there is one banquet we share: the Eucharist, which is a memorial of our Kings 
death and resurrection and a foretaste of the feast we will share in the next life when the Kingdom 
is fulfilled. Our King told us to do this in memory of him – and so we do, until he comes! 

Jesus told Pilate that he is a king; that he was born to be a king; that he is a king who bears witness 
to the truth. May the Catholics of Glen Innes continue to grow the Kingdom of God in this place by 
joyfully proclaiming and living this truth: that God loves us, that God so loves us, that he gave his only 
Son for us. 

 

Parts based on a homily by Fr Rodney Kissinger, S.J at: 

http://www.frksj.org/homily_CHRIST_THE_KING.htm 


