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Introduction

The early history of the Catholic Church in Australia has its complications. The
future nation was viewed by the Vatican as the eastern component, the western
component (what we understand today as WA and the Northern Territory), and
Tasmania. New Zealand and the South Pacific islands were other elements. The
Vatican saw this newly settled portion of the world as a possible expansion area, at
a time when the Vatican was losing the territories known as the Papal States.

When the British Colonial Office allowed the Catholic Church to enter the Australia
territories it wanted English clergy, not Irish. The Benedictine Order was the chosen
manifestation because its senior people were educated English gentlemen, whose
families were known in the halls of power. The Irish were the unruly people still to be
subjugated and integrated into the British Empire (following the 1800 Act of Union).

The formation of a Catholic Church hierarchy in Australia using episcopal titles
created resentment from the Church of England bishops in Australia. They objected
strongly and persistently to the presence of these Roman Catholic "usurpers" who
had the hide to call themselves the Bishop of a diocese similarly named as their
own. This was not just a New South Wales problem, but was spread right across the
British Empire. Ultimately Earl Grey, British Secretary of State for the Colonies,
issued an advice to the governors of New South Wales, South Australia and
Western Australia about the "position of Roman Catholic Prelates in the Australian
Colonies". He set out the fact they were realities, and prescribed some guiding
principles to be followed in formal and informal contacts, the precedence to be
afforded to them, and the styles and titles that were permissible for use by them.
Earl Grey determined on the use of the term "Roman Catholic Church" to distinguish
such church members from the Church of England bishops. As he noted 'they must
not be allowed to assume for their church, in any public and official documents, the
style of the "Catholic Church". That assumption is injurious to the feelings of other
Communities, and especially of the Church of England, as it confines the character
of Catholicity to the Roman Church alone, and does not deny the same quality to
others.'1

It took a lot of pushing by the resident Irish clergy in the colony to persuade
Archbishop Polding that new dioceses were needed, and that his preferred system

Despatch 238 dated 27 December 1848 from Earl Grey to Sir Charles Fitz Roy, Governor of
New South Wales, published in Historical Records of Australia, Series 1, Governors'
Despatches to and from England, Vol XXVI. October 1847 - December 1848, Canberra, Library
Committee of the Commonwealth Parliament, 1925, pp 775-776. A circular despatch, dated 20
November 1847 also is relevant (see page 48 of the same volume). It will also be found
reprinted in the Maitland Mercury, 9 Jan 1850 p 1. The matter of precedence was to persist for
many years in Sydney, until more or less resolved by Governor Jersey in the 1890s, at a time
when Cardinal Moran was Archbishop of Sydney.



of Benedictine abbeys and spheres of interest was not going to work. The Armidale
diocese was formally established on 5 October 1862 by Pope Pius IX, and
notification published on 28 November 1862. Polding wanted English born bishops,
but the pressure came from the Irish priests wanting to create dioceses and put in
place Irish bishops, as Australia was 'Irish' and likely to remain so (according to
them).

The first periodic priest visitors to the New England, North West and North Coast
regions had travelled up by horseback from Maitland from around 1848. Fr Tim
McCarthy was placed in Armidale in October 1853, responsible for the north coast
from the Queensland border (in today's terminology) down to Port Macquarie, inland
through Tenterfield across to Moree and beyond, and generally south along the
Darling and Namoi Rivers to the Great Dividing Range. The western boundary
basically consisted of Wee Waa, Narrabri and Gunnedah, as there was very little
habitation by Europeans west of those points. McCarthy's 'supervisor' was Dean
John Lynch of Maitland. Lynch periodically travelled northwards, then to the coast
towards Port Macquarie, then south back towards Newcastle, as he had done in the
years prior to McCarthy's arrival. It is very hard to imagine this young Irish priest,
who probably had never travelled more than 50 miles from home in his life, being
assigned to this huge district with its multiple geographic differences.

When the diocese was created in 1862 Dean Lynch was given formal administrative
responsibility for the See by Archbishop Polding until such time as a bishop was
appointed. He based himself in Armidale, and set about trying to create the diocese
(he actually wanted to be the first bishop). He also was given the services of Fr
George Dillon, a newly arrived young Irish priest, who was later to return to Armidale
for a short time as Administrator of the diocese after the departure of Bishop
O'Mahony.

Finding a first bishop was not easy. Three 'first' attempts were made. The first was
James Hanly of Yass, recommended by Archbishop Polding, but not accepted in
Rome. Whether Hanly knew his name was being put forward is not known. The first
man actually approached (James Hayes OSA - Dean of Geelong) declined because
he thought the proposed diocese too small and therefore uneconomic. The second
man who was approached, the Englishman Dr John Crookall, President of a College
in England, declined because he had never ridden a horse in his life and had an old
sick father to support. Prior to all this Cardinal Paul Cullen, a powerful Irishman who
had worked in the Roman bureaucracy for many years as an Archbishop before his
return to Ireland, had arranged for his cousins James Quinn (Brisbane), Matthew
Quinn (Bathurst), and James Murray (Maitland) to be appointed to their dioceses,



then Timothy O'Mahony, a slightly more distant relative, to Armidale.2 The filling of
Armidale was not unusual. Sandhurst (Bendigo) had two knockbacks before Martin
Crane OSA was consecrated in late 1874, and Goulbum equally saw several names
inserted and taken away before William Lanigan was appointed. The Anglicans of
Armidale and Grafton had similar problems filling the episcopal position for their new
diocese created March 1863. Following three refusals, the fourth selection was
successful, but the newly installed bishop promptly drowned in the Clarence River
two days after taking up duty in Grafton. The next man sensibly was installed in
Armidale to start work in his new diocese.

The period 1862 until Timothy O'Mahony's arrival in Armidale in March 1871 saw
Dean Lynch doing his best to establish the diocese. He took a trip to Rome and met
the newly appointed Bishop O'Mahony who was attending the Vatican Council,
brought back the new bishop's first pastoral letter to his diocese, and began work on
the construction of a cathedral. That first cathedral ultimately was removed when the
second (and present cathedral) was constructed by Bishop O'Connor years later.

It is very difficult to speak with meaning of the role of the faithful of the diocese in
any meaningful way. Thankfully there have been a number of histories written of
individual parishes, and there are brief histories of some as sections in numbers of
town histories. Equally a variety of school histories exist, within which volumes the
work done by the people of the parish sometimes appear, as they were the sources
of funds.

Another important part of the life of the newly developing Armidale diocese was the
spread and growth of education by means of the Catholic School system enforced
on the people by the hierarchy from around 1866 onwards by the Irish bishops, but
later supported by the Englishman, Archbishop Vaughan. While its implementation
and funding, without government support, drove much of the activity of the diocese,
it is not discussed in this paper.

Paul Cullen (1803-1878) was born in Ballitore, County Kildare, Ireland, the son of a fanner and
his wife. Recipient of wonderful education opportunities in both Ireland and Rome he was
ordained to the priesthood in 1829, taught oriental languages in Rome and developed an
interest in history. He was Rector of the Irish College, Rome from 1830 to 1850, and became a
highly regarded adviser to the Pope on Irish affairs and the growing Australian church, staffed
from the earliest days by a number of Irishmen. In 1850 he was appointed Archbishop of
Armagh, Ireland, then moved to the more important diocese of Dublin in 1852. He was created
a Cardinal in 1866. Between 1846 and 1878 12 Irish clergy were appointed as bishops to
Australia Sees, all in some respect through Cullen's influence on or over them. See John N
Molony, 'Paul Cullen (1803-1878)' in Australian Dictionary of Biography, Vol 3, Melbourne,
Melbourne University Press, 1969, p 504. See also Desmond Bowen, Paul Cardinal Cullen and
the Shaping of Modern Irish Nationalism, Dublin, Gill and Macmillan, 1983.



ARMIDALE DIOCESE: SELECTED STATISTICS

Parishes (originally called Districts or
Missions)

1900

15

1 9 1 0 1 9 2 0

1 5 1 9

Catholic population

Priests

Primary schools

Secondary schools

Religious Sisters

Religious Brothers

(Statistics derived from Australian Catholic Directory, annual issues)

1930

21

21,323 25,600 33,691 30,339

1 9 2 5 3 3 3 5

17 22 28 28

2 6 11 11

107 157 200 210

6 9 12

Some observations on the first bishops as bishops of the diocese

Timothy O'Mahony (1825-1892, bishop 1869-1877), the 'first' bishop, has unfairly
been demonised by many, in my view. He slaved his heart out in the time he was in
New South Wales from 1871, travelled his physically difficult diocese twice,
arranged the erection of churches, and strategically placed his few men through the
diocese to try and provide a church life for the people. He finished up with a couple
of rotten eggs as priests, men who ultimately caused him considerable angst. But at
least he was Irish, as far as the power brokers outside of the diocese were
concerned (excluding the English Benedictines). He hired the young Irish seminary
students Patrick Joseph O'Connor, who became the diocese's third bishop, and
Jeremiah Joseph Doyle, who became the first bishop of Grafton, when the diocese
was split into two in 1887. Doyle later re-based himself in Lismore, and succeeded
in having the name of the diocese changed to Lismore. Bishop O'Mahony ultimately
left the diocese and went to Rome where he resigned office, following public
problems affecting his personal standing and leadership in the diocese. He then
accepted another office in Toronto, Canada. Timothy O'Mahony evidently was held
in the highest regard in Toronto, Canada, where he spent the final years of his life,
and where he is buried.

Unfortunately, only one significant piece of work has been done on selective
portions of the life and work of Timothy O'Mahony by one historian. All other



historians who have referred to O'Mahony's time in Armidale have relied very
heavily on that scholarly work, mostly without demonstrating any evidence of
additional independent research in their own writings.

Elzear Torreggiani OSFC (1830-1904, bishop 1879-1904), member of the Order of
St Francis - Capuchin, the Order later known as Order of Friars Minor - Capuchin),
was Timothy O'Mahony's replacement, the second bishop of Armidale. He was
deliberately chosen by Archbishop Roger William Bede Vaughan of Sydney behind
the backs of his fellow bishops in Australia, in order to break the Irish stranglehold
complained about for years to Rome by Archbishop John Bede Polding OSB, the
first bishop and Archbishop of Sydney. Although Italian born, Torreggiani was quite
anglicised, after years of missionary work in England and Wales. He was a huge
man who managed to break a horse drawn conveyance or two in his ceaseless
travelling around the diocese. He brought a number of fellow Capuchins to the
diocese, one of whom, David Mitchell, based in Inverell, caused anguish with the
Sisters of St Joseph in Inverell, to the extent they left and the Sisters of Mercy
replaced them. Tingha gained the Josephites as a result.

As a member of a religious congregation Elzear Torreggiani deeply felt for fellow
religious congregations, and individual priests having trouble with other bishops. He
welcomed the Sisters of St Joseph of the Sacred Heart to the diocese when they
were forced to leave Queensland because of Bishop James Quinn's demands that
he take responsibility for their management. He welcomed the small group of Sisters
of Mercy from Cairns when the English Augustinians took over that territory,
preferring English people to Irish people. He welcomed the Brothers of St Patrick
from Maitland after James Murray of Maitland threw them out of his diocese
because he did not like the way they taught in the school. He welcomed individual
priests who perhaps had dubious track records but who might benefit from a new
start.

A Capuchin Brother was responsible for the layout of the trees in the park opposite
the cathedral in Armidale. One Franciscan priest, Joachim Guerrini, mostly based at
Bundarra, who had arrived in Australia via the United States of America and worked
for some years in Port Douglas and Cairns, before coming south with the displaced
Sisters of Mercy, wanted to build a huge cathedral sized church in Bundarra. The
windows from the original cathedral in Armidale finished up in the current Bundarra
church when that first cathedral was demolished. Guerrini's long serving and
suffering housekeeper ultimately joined the Ursulines in Armidale.

Torreggiani's ceaseless travels throughout his diocese, and period administering the
Archdiocese of Sydney following the sudden death of Archbishop Vaughan in
England, meant that, for all intents and purposes his Armidale based Vicar General,



Patrick O'Connor, ran the diocese. That experience ultimately resulted in O'Connor
being selected as Co-adjutor bishop, and then, of course, bishop of the diocese.

Patrick O'Connor (1848-1932, Co-adjutor bishop 1903-1904, bishop 1904-1932),
although Irish born and only Irish seminary educated, spent many years living and
working closely with the Italian born Elzear Torreggiani, and the result is obvious.
While he remained Irish, O'Connor became imbued with Torreggiani's Italian/English
and global sense of Christianity and broad humanity, recognising that he was living
and working in a rapidly developing Australian landscape that had been influenced
by Irish immigrants but was not Irish. As a result O'Connor enjoyed very good
relations with the people of the diocese, and had an attitude of respect for women
(including nuns) that stood him in good stead. One relevant matter is that he learnt
from his bishop (Torreggiani) and maintained very good relations with the Sisters of
St Joseph of the Sacred Heart (the Brown Josephites) while his Irish colleagues
were creating diocesan congregations. One obvious indication of that good
relationship was the invitation to him from the Sisters to dedicate the chapel at North
Sydney to which Mary MacKillop's remains were transferred from Gore Hill
cemetery. Equally, the way in which he dealt sympathetically with the De La Salle
Brothers and their Latin problems.

O'Connor was an inveterate fund raiser and builder, having gained much experience
raising and managing funds during the life of Bishop Torreggiani, who relied heavily
on him for such work. O'Connor was responsible for the construction of the current
cathedral and many other significant buildings in the diocese.

John Aloysius Coleman (1887-1947, Co-adjutor bishop 1929-1932, bishop 1932-
1947) was a completely different animal. Like his episcopal predecessor he had
come to the diocese from Ireland as a young priest, after years of study in Rome,
and was then placed in Armidale, from where he rarely departed. There is little
evidence he even moved around the diocese until he was made co-adjutor bishop.
Equally, although lauded as a learned man because he had been awarded
doctorates in Philosophy and Theology from Roman seminary universities, there is
no evidence he lived any kind of public learned life external to his diocese. He was,
however, also an active builder. He had a very publicly expressed attitude that
women were being over educated, needing only to be educated to the point where
they would be good wives and mothers. He released a number of the diocese's
clergy for military chaplaincy duties during World War II: Norman Tuttle - RAAF, Pat
McDermott - Army, Thomas Geary - military in Europe, James Maron - Army,
William Corr - Army. He also created several parishes.

Edward John Doody (1903-1968, bishop 1948-1968) was the first of the Australian
born bishops, educated in Rome, and a former private secretary to Archbishop



James Duhig of Brisbane, an Irishman. He was a musician (violinist), composer of
(religiously themed) music and a poet, a strong supporter of the New State
Movement in northern NSW, and keen to advance the cause of the Aboriginal
peoples of the diocese. He firmly believed that he could take young boys and start
training them for the priesthood, and so started the Minor Seminary in Armidale,
urged along by Apostolic Delegate Romolo Carboni, just as the equivalent
secondary school version attached to St Columba's College Springwood, operated
by the Marist Brothers, was closing down. Described as a 'Prince Bishop' who loved
swapping Latin couplets at Vatican II with the few others literate in that language, he
became involved in debates about the selection of academics at the University of
New England at its formation, and served for a time on the University's Council with
Anglican Bishop John Stoward Moyes. He followed on from his episcopal
predecessor as a supporter of Catholic Action through Catholic Action organisations
such as the National Catholic Rural Movement, YCW, NCGM, YCS and other less
publicly recognised bodies.

Some observations on the personalities of these men

What were these men like as individuals, as ordinary human beings, as managers?
Of course it is impossible to say with certainty, but there are many references in The
Freeman's Journal to the way in which the first overseas born bishops were received
by the people, or behaved. The following are simply observations based on what
has been read.

Timothy O'Mahony was the third man selected to fill the role of 'first' bishop. After
consecration he went straight to Vatican I as an episcopal neophyte, but started
dictating how things would be done before even seeing Australia or understanding
the Australian environment. On arrival in Armidale he made changes to the plans of
the cathedral being under construction, then set out within three months of his
arrival to start his extensive programme of travel throughout the diocese. He
developed a reputation as a good horseman, and was well received by the people
throughout the diocese. Unfortunately he had selected unwisely in a few cases from
among the men who had volunteered to be priests of the diocese when he was
trying to find priests before his departure for Armidale from Europe, and suffered
accordingly. He placed a lot of faith in his fellow Irish born episcopal colleagues
when his troubles began, and ultimately was badly let down by them.

Elzear Torreggiani is constantly praised to the heavens for being a very saintly and
effective man. Everything suggests he was very much appreciated and respected,
and that he had a great sympathy for the harsh realities of isolated and difficult
priestly life. He certainly appears to have taken a very sympathetic view and taken
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under his wing a number of priests who might have blotted their copybooks in other
parts in some way, or simply needed another home. He provided a home at
Emmaville for the small group of Sisters of Mercy when the English Augustinian
priests made them unwelcome in North Queensland (plus at least one priest), and
he openly welcomed the Sisters of St Joseph of the Sacred Heart across the border
from Queensland when his episcopal colleague James Quinn took exception to the
Vatican approved centralised rule of the congregation. He constantly strongly
supported Mother Mary MacKillop as some of his confreres tried very hard to
demolish or downgrade her community, and he passed that attitude on to his
successor, Patrick O'Connor. A result was that Mother Mary and her congregation
returned that confidence with great gratitude over many years.

Patrick Joseph O'Connor equally was a broad minded man who had become
conscious of Australian realities, recognised and understood that Australia was not
Ireland, and so did not remain overly committed to an 'Irish' diocesan life. He
recognised and responded well to his public role in the Armidale community in
particular, and understood that the Catholic Church was not the only game in town,
even if perhaps the strongest and best organised. He certainly was a public man,
with good relations with all levels, from the Mayor of a town to the humblest worker,
especially if there was money to be had from them.

John Aloysius Coleman evidently was a quieter cultured man, regarded as such,
and treated as such. He seems to have handled the growth of the diocese quite
well, with steady development, formation of parishes, and regular movement of his
men to cater for those developments. He certainly encouraged the intellectual
development of his priests, with numbers sent off to Rome for training. It is quite
apparent his death was noted with considerable regret. He seems also to have been
relatively close to Archbishop Daniel Mannix of Melbourne, and Archbishop
Giovanni Panico, Apostolic Delegate (1935-1948).

Edward John Doody, personally known to me, was a very restrained, private man,
with a firm idea about his role, place and significance as a bishop of the church. He
took very seriously his involvement in the life of Vatican II, and introduced its
reforms into the diocese. He worked hard to ensure good governance within the
religious communities in the diocese, and to ensure a solid system of Catholic
education. He made serious efforts to improve the lot of the Aboriginal peoples of
the diocese in the centres where they were living in significant numbers.

Religious communities, education and other activities

The diocese has been very lucky in its religious communities.
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Female communities

The Dominican Sisters were brought to Maitland by Bishop James Murray of
Maitland and also placed in Tamworth when that town was still part of the Maitland
diocese.

The Sisters of Mercy also began in the current diocese when a community was
placed in Gunnedah from Singleton, when Gunnedah was still part of the Maitland
diocese. A second community of Sisters of Mercy arrived in the diocese (in
Emmaville) from North Queensland during the time of Bishop Torreggiani when they
were forced to leave Cairns, at the time the English Augustinian order started work
in that far north Queensland town. The Gunnedah and Emmaville communities
ultimately amalgamated to become one diocesan community. Another community of
Sisters of Mercy began work in Grafton, and became part of that diocese when it
was created in 1887.

The Ursuline Sisters came to Armidale from Germany via England at the invitation
of Bishop Torreggiani after being forced to leave Germany at the time of the
Kulturkampf.

The Sisters of St Joseph of the Sacred Heart (Brown Josephites) came to the
diocese (first into Tenterfield and then Inverell) at the specific invitation of Bishop
Torreggiani when forced to leave Queensland after they refused to allow Brisbane's
Bishop James Quinn to take over their management. Other communities of Sisters
of St Joseph (Black Josephites) existed in Quirindi and Walgett, but were forced to
withdraw to their diocesan communities at Perthville and Lochinvar when those two
towns were transferred into the Armidale diocese.

The Canossian Daughters of Charity spent some time in the diocese at Narrabri
and Glen Innes during World War II when withdrawn from Indonesia by retreating
Dutch troops, to protect them from advancing Japanese forces. Italian women, they
technically were enemy aliens until the end of the war when they returned to their
overseas headquarters. Some of those Sisters also spent time working at St
Columba's College, Springwood.

Other communities were introduced by Bishop Doody to work with and among the
Aborigines in later years. Equally, Bishop Doody was supportive of those of his own
priests who took a particular interest in this work.

Members of other female communities have operated in the diocese over the years.
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Male communities

The Patrician Brothers came to Armidale at the invitation of Bishop Torreggiani to
operate a boys' school, when despatched from the Maitland diocese by Bishop
James Murray, where they were teaching at the boys' school at his invitation,

The Brothers of the Christian Schools (the De La Salle Brothers) came to
Armidale at the invitation of Bishop O'Connor to operate the boys' college in
Armidale following the withdrawal of the Patrician Brothers.

The Christian Brothers came to Tamworth to operate a boys' school at the
invitation of Bishop O'Connor.

The Marist Fathers operated a seminary and training college for its priests in
Armidale for some years.

The Dominican Fathers operated the residential college known as St Albert's
College, University of New England, and provided chaplaincy services at the
University and elsewhere, for many years.

Members of other male communities (priests and brothers) have operated in the
diocese over the years.

In conclusion

As someone who no longer lives and works within or in the vicinity of the diocese I
cannot and will not offer comments about the future. Having grown up and been
educated in the boundaries of the diocese it remains my privilege and joy to know
and to be known by numbers of the diocese's clergy, and to have been influenced
by priests, brothers and nuns over many years.

It equally has been a great privilege being invited to be here with you today
exploring some of the things I have discovered in my own historical research. I
remain ever willing to share my knowledge and acquired collections of published
knowledge with any and all who care to ask.
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THE ESTABLISHMENT OF DIOCESES AND THE SELECTION OF BISHOPS 1848
A TIMELINE

1867

NOTE: This timeline is based on the 1994 doctoral thesis of Fr Christopher Dowd OP, Papal Policy
towards conflict in the Australian Catholic missions: the relationship between John Bede
Polding OSB, Archbishop of Sydney, and the Sacred Congregation, De Propaganda Fide,
1842-1874 (Australian National University). That thesis subsequently has been expanded, checked
against source material, and published (2008) as Christopher Dowd OP, Rome in Australia: The
Papacy and Conflict in the Australian Catholic Missions 1834 - 1884, (2 Vols) Leiden, Brill, 2008

Date Detail Thesis Ref
(page no.)

11 Aug 1858

Sept 1858

10 Sept 1858

Before 1848 The dioceses of Sydney (1842), Hobart (1842), Adelaide (1844) and Perth
(1845) existed.

1848 Dioceses of Melbourne, Maitland and Port Victoria (Darwin) established.
Maitland was intended as little more than a titular see with an Australian
locality for Polding's co-adjutor, Charles Davis, who lived in Sydney. Port
Victoria had its bishop, Rosendo Salvado located at New Norcia. Melbourne
was allocated all the territory south of the Murray River. Sydney still
comprised everything from the Murray River northwards to Cape York, and
from the Pacific coast to the unspecified interior.

Polding wrote to Rome recommending Maitland be turned into a functioning
diocese with its own territory, and that a new diocese be formed for the
Moreton Bay district, based on Ipswich.

A conference of priests was held at Campbelltown (outside of Sydney) with
Polding's consent. They sent an address to Polding recommending four
more dioceses for New South Wales. (For the Campbelltown conference
see Moran's History p 142, Patrick O'Farrell The Catholic church and
Community in Australia pp 103-4, See also T Suttor, Hierarchy and
Democracy in Australia, p 182.)

Polding wrote to Rome recommending two other dioceses, one at Yass and
the other at Bathurst. His reason was not for pastoral care, but to curb
increasing clerical independence, through closer episcopal supervision.

Note that at this time Moran was in Rome as Secretary to Cullen, and was
involved in discussion within Propaganda on these matters.

At the end of the year Goold from Melbourne was in Rome. He urged that
Brisbane be the seat of the See rather than Ipswich, as Brisbane was the
seat of government. He also recommended Goulburn instead of Yass, as
Goulbum was more populous, larger, better situated and the seat of the
recently established Anglican diocese. For reasons why Polding preferred
Yass to Goulburn, see Moran p 357.

10 Mar 1859 Plenary meeting of Propaganda cardinals. Decisions:

1. establishment of diocese of Brisbane, James Quinn appointed
bishop.

2. Maitland made a territorial diocese, Gregory appointed.

3. Deferral of proposals for dioceses of Bathurst and Goulburn

4. Geoghegan appointed to Adelaide.

27 Mar 1859 Pope Pius IX confirmed the decisions of 10 March 1859, except that he
vetoed Gregory to Maitland.

10 Jul 1862 Polding again wrote to Rome repeating the need for a diocese at Goulburn,
and thought there should also be another diocese based at Armidale in the
north of the colony. He indicated possible boundaries. He suggested Dean
James Hanly as a bishop for Armidale.

1858

206

211

208

211-12

214

219

219

224



Date Detail

30 Sep 1862 Propaganda cardinals met. Decisions:

1. Establishment of two new dioceses approved, Goulburn and
Armidale.

2. Polding given permission to appoint Administrators to the two new
dioceses until bishops appointed.

5 Oct 1862

1 Sept 1863

22 Dec 1863

12 Mar 1864

The Pope confirmed the decisions of 30 Sept 1862.

Cardinal Barnabo of Propaganda wrote to Polding criticising Polding's
appointments of James Hanly as Administrator, Goulburn, and Austin
Sheehy OSB as Administrator Armidale, on grounds they were English and
not Irish. Both in fact were Irish. This is first evidence of the Irish 'push'
within Propaganda to instal Irish bishops in the dioceses.

Polding wrote to Barnabd reiterating his request for Geoghegan to be
appointed bishop of Goulburn and Hanly to Armidale.

Propaganda cardinals met. Decision:

1. transfer Geoghegan from Adelaide to Goulburn

2. do nothing about Armidale.

Polding wrote to Barnabb to propose Sheehy to Adelaide to replace
Geoghegan (who had died in May 1864 before taking up Goulburn). He
restated his desire to have Hanly in Armidale, but then said 'it might be good
to have people from Europe for both Armidale and Adelaide as they would
be more up to date in liturgy and canon law'.

22 May 1865 Propaganda cardinals met. Decisions:

21 Sep 1864

28 May 1865

18 Sep 1865

24 Sep 1865

25 Oct 1865

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Hanly appointed to Goulburn.

James Hayes OSA appointed to Armidale.

Laurence Shiel appointed to Adelaide.

Bathurst diocese established, and Matthew Quinn appointed as
bishop.

James Murray appointed to Maitland.

Pope confirmed the decisions of 22 May 1865, except that he switched
James Murray from Maitland to Apostolic Administrator Perth.

Propaganda cardinals met. Decisions:

1. appointments of Hanly to Goulburn, Hayes to Armidale and Murray
to Perth reversed.

2. Murray appointed to Maitland again.

The Pope confirmed the decisions of 18 Sept 1865.

Hayes wrote to Barnabo requesting release from Armidale, the formal
reason being that the area of the new diocese was too small to sustain a
bishopric.

Thesis Ref
(page no.)

226

226

228

232

232

237

242

243

246

246

248

25 Jan 1866 The Pope accepted Hayes' refusal of Armidale. 252



Date Detail Thesis Ref
(page no.)

Feb/Mar 1866 The Propaganda Congregation authorised Polding, Murray and Matthew
Quinn to negotiate boundaries between their dioceses. Sydney and Bathurst
were not problems. Polding wanted to leave Newcastle in the Sydney
Archdiocese, but Murray wanted it for Maitland, as Maitland and Newcastle
were logically and naturally tied to each other, and the Anglicans had them
in the same diocese. This negotiating was done in Rome, as all three men
were there at the time, Murray and Quinn on their way to their new
dioceses.

255

20 Mar 1866 Propaganda cardinals met. Decisions:

1. discussions about the withdrawals of Hanly and Hayes from offers
of bishoprics.

2. the boundaries between Sydney, Bathurst and Maitland settled.

3. the need for the nomination of men as bishops to be made more
systematically. The Cardinals adopted the system put in place in
the United States five years beforehand.

4. deferred filling Goulburn and Armidale until recommendations were
received from the Australian bishops along the lines set out in the
American model.
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25 Mar 1866 The Pope confirmed the decisions of the Cardinals of 20 March 1866.

19 May 1866 Propaganda decree Quum ad Catholicae Ecclesiae Utilitatem issued. It set
out the new system to be followed by the Australian bishops in the
recommendation of men for appointment as bishops in the event of
vacancies:
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a) each bishop secretly is to advise Propaganda and the Metropolitan
of the three men he considers suitable, and why.

b) the bishops are then to meet formally with their colleagues and
draw up a list of three names, by secret vote, after there has been
a frank discussion of the merits of all candidates. The results are
then sent to Rome by the Metropolitan.

c) The three names that go forward are recommendations only. The
Holy See may appoint whomever it likes.

11 Jul 1866 Polding, while in England, submitted 10 names to be considered for 263
appointment to Armidale and Goulburn, plus a co-adjutor for himself.

26 Jul 1866 The Pope decided that Armidale and Goulburn could be filled without having 261
to go through the process set out in the recent Propaganda decree Quum
ad Catholicae Ecclesiae Utilitatem.

13 Aug 1866 Polding amended the list of names dated 11 July 1866 sent to Rome for
consideration.

24 Sep 1866 Propaganda cardinals met. Decisions:

1. Lanigan to be a bishop.

2. Dr John Crookall (from England) to be a bishop.

3. After enquiry to be made into the relative strengths of the numbers
of English and Irish Catholics in the Goulburn and Armidale
dioceses, then Lanigan to be appointed to the predominantly Irish
one, and Crookall to the predominantly English one.

263

265



Date Detail Thesis Ref
(page no.)

26 Sep 1866 Polding, now back in Rome from England, consulted on statistics. 265

3 0 S e p 1 8 6 6 P o p e d e t e r m i n e d : 2 6 5

1. Lanigan to Goulburn

2. Crookall to Armidale.

25 Oct 1866 Crookall declined Armidale and gave reasons. One was that Armidale was 268
understood to be a very large diocese, and much horse riding required, and
he had never been on a horse in his life. He wrote a second letter dated 29
October 1866 with other supporting reasons why he could not accept, one
being the need to care for an old, sick, needy father.

22 Jun 1867 Matthew Quinn, Murray and James Quinn consecrated Lanigan in Goulburn 271-2
on 9 June 1867, before Polding returned to Sydney. They met in Goulburn
after the ceremony and then wrote to Rome on 22 June 1867 to say that
another diocese should be formed in New South Wales, partly from
Goulburn and partly from Sydney.
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INTRODUCTION

The history of the Catholic diocese of Armidale NSW has still to be written. Various historians
have penned portions of that story, by examining specific issues and individuals, and a
number of parishes and Catholic schools within the diocese have published histories of
varying quality. Equally the several religious congregations of women and men who have
been active in the diocese over time have been producing their own congregational histories,
substantial articles, or unpublished papers read at various gatherings. Because they are
based mostly on primary material held within their own archives they are very helpful.

If all the works so far produced are thought of as bricks, then this necrology is one more brick
to be placed on the growing pile. In due course there will be enough bricks for some skilled
historian to build a 'house', the history of the diocese. Regardless of how simple all these
existing works might be, in intent or in content, they all add to the fund of knowledge, and
thanks must go out to those who wrote or assembled them. It is easy to be critical of some of
what has been written, but the fact remains that the various authors have produced
something on their particular subject; the critics generally have not.

Much of the work being done in current times is more analytical and less hagiographical than
might have been the case thirty or more years ago. Church leaders are now revealed more
frankly as fellow human beings with everyone else's faults, frailties and failings, rather than
being unbelievably saintly souls who never put a foot wrong in life. There is an old Latin tag
De mortuis nil nisi bonum, which means 'Only write good things about the dead'. That tenet
might not always have been followed in this work. It is possible that individual entries in this
volume might contain reference to particular traits which made some one man a difficult
character, and which seem to run contrary to the nil nisi bonum tag. In each case the need for
those words has been considered carefully, and the judgement has been made that the words
included are appropriate and relevant. In almost all cases they are words which already have
been published in one or other of the sources cited.

Catholic priests have travelled within the region of the diocese from earliest times of
European settlement, well before a diocese was formed. The same can be said for the clergy
of several other Christian denominations. In March 1859 the Vatican determined that Maitland
should be the headquarters for a diocese that would take responsibility for all parts north of
Sydney. A bishop had theoretically been appointed to Maitland before that date, but he really
was an Auxiliary Bishop of Sydney. In September 1862 the Vatican decided to place a bishop
permanently at Maitland and establish two new bishoprics, at Armidale and Goulburn NSW.
They drew the boundaries between the Maitland and Armidale dioceses in such a way that
the Armidale diocese incorporated all the coastal area of the colony north from a point just
north of Port Macquarie to the Queensland border, plus the inland areas of New England and
what we now call the north western slopes. The western boundary was roughly the Namoi
river and then a line to the Queensland border. As a result settlements to the south of the
Namoi river and west of the Barwon were in the Maitland diocese, and those to the north in
the Armidale diocese. That continued until 1887 when the Vatican agreed to
recommendations from an 1885 gathering of the Australasian bishops and separated the
coastal portion from the Armidale diocese to establish the Grafton (later Lismore) diocese,
and further agreed to transfer the portion of the Maitland diocese to the north of the Great
Dividing Range to Armidale, which meant that Gunnedah, Tamworth and Quirindi became
part of the Armidale diocese. Walgett is a different story that does not need to be told here.

This necrology is an attempt to provide as comprehensively as possible a brief biography of
all the priests who are known to have carried out pastoral duties (other than as a missioner or



short term visitor) or had pastoral responsibilities at some time within the boundaries of the
diocese of Armidale, before those boundaries were established, during the time the
boundaries included the coastal portion now forming the diocese of Lismore, and today.
There will be omissions. The necrology probably will not include some priests who for various
reasons have disappeared completely from the record. Until relatively recent times most men
who withdrew from the active ministry, either with formal assent or without it, were obliterated
from memory, never spoken about again, and shunned or abandoned. Just as many family
historians have discovered 'black sheep' within their own families, and been saddened at how
badly those 'black sheep1 well may have been treated by their own families, equally as terrible
is the way in which many priests who have 'failed' have been treated officially and unofficially
by the church family and many of its people, even right up to today. No man's name
knowingly has been deleted from or omitted from this necrology for any of those reasons. The
only names that have dropped from the preliminary list drawn up as the first working and
unpublished version of this work are the names of those men for whom it has become
absolutely clear that they had no connection at all with the diocese at any time.

The first attempt to write something about various priests of the diocese was by a priest of the
diocese, Fr Michael Foley (1880 - 1939). Stricken by a slow acting form of muscular
dystrophy as a young man in his early thirties he somehow managed, in his years of illness
from 1917 to 1926, and while still resident in Armidale and able to concentrate, to write into an
exercise book as much as he could discover about the history of the diocese, its parishes and
its men. Fr Foley was very apologetic about his work:

No doubt the few lines I have written contain but the scrappiest information - indeed I
am quite ashamed of them - however they are better than nothing at all, and one day
may be an inspiration to some priest with an historical bent, and literary talent to take
up the task in earnest, to put some living flesh on the dead bones of the past and to
bring the work to completion. Fiat!

How wrong he was. How important are his notes today as guides to other source material.
There is a related collection of papers held in the diocesan archives, and from which Fr Foley
wrote his notes. That data was accumulated for Fr Foley by his Tamworth solicitor friend J R
Allen who used visit Sydney regularly for his work, and who used spend free hours in the
Mitchell Library, Sydney hunting out and transcribing things that might be of value. That was
in the days before photocopiers and microfilm, when research involved pen and paper and
laborious copying. That collection has not been consulted in the preparation of this work.

Bishop Patrick O'Connor followed Fr Foley's example with some unpublished memoirs; they
remain unpublished, are known about, but have not been consulted. Bishop John Coleman
next tried to build on Fr Foley's work, with some few additional entries into the exercise book.
Bishop Edward Doody wrote what has been described as a clerically oriented history of the
diocese based on the work already done by Fr Foley and Bishop O'Connor and his own
research. That work remains unpublished, and has not been consulted. Bishop Doody had
been planning to publish his history when he died, as also the Foley notebook, which is
unpunishable in its present form. Bishop Doody's successor, Bishop (later Archbishop, then
Cardinal) James Freeman decided not to publish the Doody work.

Bishop Doody did make a list of all the priests who had served in the diocese over time, as
best he knew. He recorded the names in three sections. Section 1 comprises the names of
those for whom he knew (or believed he knew) where they were buried, and their dates of
death, as best he knew them. Their names appear roughly in the order of dates of death he
has quoted. (Four bishops and 53 priests are listed). The second section is headed 'No
information as to date of death is available for the following'. There are 26 names in
alphabetical order, some with approximate periods of service in the diocese, and some with



places of burial. The third section is headed 'Supplementary list of priests who have also
worked in the diocese'. There are 67 names, plus the names of two Capuchin Brothers who
lived and worked in the diocese during the time of Bishop Torregiani. That list was published
in 1951 as Appendix VI in Acta et Statuta Synodi Dioecesanae Armidalensis Tertiae, in
Ecclesia Cathedrali Ss Mariae et Joseph apud Armidale habite Die 13a Septembris 1951. All
the names that appear in those lists are included in the necrology, with appropriate entries
where necessary to note gaps and errors. This necrology contains additional names not
recorded by Bishop Doody. The necrology does not contain biographies of the Capuchin
Brothers.

Fr Tom Linane (1910 -1991), a Melbourne diocesan priest who studied for the priesthood at
St Patrick's College Manly, deliberately started collecting everything he could about every
priest who had served in Australia since the earliest times. He produced a book (two small
volumes) entitled From Abel to Zundolovich, they being the first and last named priests in an
alphabetical list he had compiled of all known priests. That book started the process
continued in his journal Footprints. Each issue of Footprints contained several more potted
biographies. Fr Linane only completed entries for priests with family names in the alphabetical
group A to C before his death. The individual files from which he wrote the biographies are
held within the Melbourne Diocesan Historical Commission, the archives of the Melbourne
archdiocese; they are readily available for consultation. While helpful and informative the files
contain untested data, the source of much of which is unknown and unknowable, and with few
citations; but they are far better than nothing. They are cited as MDHC in this volume followed
by the individual's unique file number.

Another important source of information has been the work of Fr W T (Terry) Southerwood, a
priest of the Archdiocese of Hobart, based at Launceston. Fr Southerwood has produced five
editions of his book, entitled in its most recent edition A Prayer Calendar of Deceased Priests
in Australia 1788 - 2002 (Edition 5). The first edition appeared in 1977. Subsequent editions
appeared in 1988,1991 and 1996. Fr Southerwood has relied on advice from a wide range of
contacts in the dioceses around Australia, the many religious orders, and the files and
publications of Fr Tom Linane, already mentioned. While the work contains errors it also has
been produced by him on a 'best information available' basis, and is greatly to be admired.

All entries in this necrology are based on publicly available source material, and a few also
contain information freely supplied by families, individuals or archivists of religious
communities who have been approached for help. No attempt has been made to gain access
to diocesan files or records. Many entries rely on published obituaries, which can be quite
wrong. Where there are discrepancies between dates shown in published material, on
headstones in graveyards, and the facts, that is highlighted. There are discrepancies between
places of burial. Readers will also notice that there are significant gaps, with little written
about some men they may have known personally, men who were well known throughout the
diocese and elsewhere in their life times. The reason is simple. As stated, only publicly
available material has been used. If no obituary has been produced by the diocese and
published in the media, or if no family connection has been discovered to provide useful
leads, there will be no useful entry. Equally anything published in diocesan newspapers may
not be found if the dioceses have not followed the requirements of Commonwealth and State
and Territory Legal Deposit legislation and submitted copies of their journals to the nominated
State and National Libraries. The decision has been made that it is better to publish now what
is known, despite the glaring gaps.

This work therefore is placed in the public domain on my own initiative, at my own expense,
and on my own responsibility, as representing one more 'brick' to be added to the pile of
'bricks' mentioned above. Any errors are unintentional; the work represents a best endeavour
based on the information publicly available. Those who have the desire and capacity to



improve on the work are invited to do so. Those who find new material that fills gaps or
corrects errors are invited to write and provide the necessary evidence so that any future
edition might be amended, provided that the evidence may be publicly cited. This volume
deliberately is clearly identified as the first edition, to allow for future additions or alterations.

TW Campbell
January 2005



CITATIONS AND OTHER REFERENCES

At the foot of each entry one or more sources used are quoted in abbreviated form. Those
sources are identified in full in the following table. No judgement is made as to the accuracy of
the sources, but where there may have been conflict every reasonable effort has been made
to determine and verify the correct information. There are a number of occasions, for
example, where headstone details do not coincide with reality, particularly in relation to dates
of death.

Citations that draw attention to a particular monograph only lead to the monograph.
Researchers who require more detailed information contained in particular monographs will
need to refer to the monographs, their indexes and their bibliographies. In many cases those
indexes will lead to references that are themselves sourced in more detail. Where particular
monographs do not contain indexes efforts have been made to identify the particular page to
which a reference might relate.

One source not cited, but used extensively, is an index to The Advocate, the former
Melbourne Catholic newspaper that ceased publication some years ago. The index was
painstakingly built in recent years by a retired Melbourne priest onto cards. Those cards have
been copied and microfilmed. Copies of the microfilm version may be consulted in the offices
of the Melbourne Diocesan Historical Commission, the State Library of Victoria, and Newman
College, Melbourne. A copy is to be acquired by the National Library of Australia, Canberra.
The index is a wonderful document, which reveals how extensively The Advocate reported
Catholic news right around Australia, including the affairs of the Armidale diocese.

While every effort has been made to ensure accuracy no responsibility is accepted for the
inevitable errors that will occur.

S h o r t F u l l d e t a i l s
citat ion

AAHC Annals of All Hallows College, Drumcondra, Dublin, Dublin, The College,
various years.

AC Armidale Chronicle newspaper, Armidale NSW

ACD Australian Catholic Directory, an annual publication produced by the
Archdiocese of Sydney for and on behalf of the Australian hierarchy. First
edition about 1887.

ADB Australian Dictionary of Biography, Melbourne, Melbourne University
Press, various years

Advocate The Advocate newspaper, Melbourne.

AE The Armidale Express newspaper, Armidale NSW

Bul let in Bul let in, Sydney

Campbell Fr Harold Campbell, The Diocese of Maitland 1866-1966, Maitland,
Thomas Dimmock, 1966.



Cave Donald Cave, Percy Jones, Priest, Musician, Teacher, Melbourne,
Melbourne University Press, 1988

Colbourne Fr Patrick Colbourne OFM Cap, Bishop Elzear Torreggiani: an Instrument
of Peace, Kensington, Nelen Yebu Missiological Unit, 2004

Courier North West Courier newspaper, Narrabri, later called Courier.

C P T h e C a t h o l i c P r e s s , S y d n e y.

CW The Ca tho l i c Week ly, Sydney.

Donovan Peter Donovan, For Youth and the Poor: The De La Salle Brothers in
Australia, Papua New Guinea and New Zealand 1905 - 2000, Kensington,
De La Salle Provincialate 2001.

Doody Most Rev E J Doody, Acta et Statuta Synodi Dioecesanae Armidalensis
Tertiae, in Ecclesia Cathedrali Ss Mariae et Joseph apud Armidale habite
Die 13a Septembris 1951. See Appendix VI.

Dowd Fr Christopher Dowd OP, 'Papal Policy towards conflict in the Australian
Catholic missions: the relationship between John Bede Polding OSB,
Archbishop of Sydney, and the Sacred Congregation, De Propaganda
Fide, 1842-1874' (PhD thesis, Australian National University, Canberra,
1994)

Endicott Rev Michael A Endicott OSA, The Augustinians in far north Queensland
1883-1941, Brookvale, Augustinian Historical Commission, 1988

Farrell Rev John Joseph Farrell, A Great Storm Arose: the saga of the resignation
of Bishop Timothy O'Mahony, Armidale, the author, 1999.

FJ The Freeman's Journal newspaper, Sydney.

Foley The Diocese of Armidale NSW: Some History Jottings. A handwritten
notebook of historical information compiled by Fr Michael Foley (1880 -
1939) a priest of the diocese.

Footprints Footprints, Melbourne Diocesan Historical Commission, a periodical that
grew out of T Linane, From Abel to Zundolovich

G&S H J Gibbney & Ann G Smith, A Biographical Register 1788 - 1939: Notes
from the name index of the Australian Dictionary of Biography, Canberra,
Australian National University, 1987.

GIE Glen Innes Examiner newspaper, Glen Innes NSW

Heaton J H Heaton, Australian Dictionary of Dates and Men of the time, containing
the History of Australasia from 1542 to date, London, S W Silver & Co,
1879

Hellwig Sr Elizabeth Hellwig OP, Up she gets, for up she must! An Account of a
Journey from Kingstown, Ireland to Maitland, Australia in 1867 during the
Age of Sail, Strathfield, Dominican Sisters, 2001



IT Inverell Times newspaper, Inverell NSW

Johnstone Tom Johnstone, The Cross of ANZAC: Australian Catholic Service
Chaplains, Virginia Qld, Church Archivists' Press, 2000

Kelly Sr Eileen Kelly pbvm, My Cause is Just: Jeremiah Joseph Doyle, first
bishop of Lismore, Lismore, the author, 2000

Langmore Dr Diane Langmore, Missionary Lives Papua 1874 - 1914, Honolulu,
University of Hawaii Press, 1989.

Manly Manly, the yearbook of St Patrick's College, Manly NSW, various years
(with details of students who attended St Columba's College, Springwood
NSW).

MDHC Melbourne Diocesan Historical Commission, which holds the Rev Fr Tom
Linane Priest Files A-Z. Each file has a unique number comprising the first
letter of the priest's surname, and then the number of his file within his
alphabetical group.

Mercury Maitland Mercury newspaper, Maitland NSW

NVI Namoi Valley Independent Advertiser, also known at one time as
Gunnedah Independent Advertiser, Gunnedah NSW

NDL The Northern Daily Leader newspaper, Tamworth NSW

NMHMA The Newcastle Morning Herald and Miners' Advocate newspaper,
Newcastle NSW

O'Brien John O'Brien (Fr P J Hartigan), The Men of '38 and other Pioneer Priests,
Kilmore, 1975

O'Connor Recollections of Monsignor John Michael O'Connor, Karalee Qld, and a
retired priest of the Armidale diocese (ordained 1935) as recorded by the
author 16 December 2004.

O'Hanlon Sr Assumpta O'Hanlon OP, Dominican Pioneers in New South Wales,
Sydney, the Dominican Order, 1949

Page T Page, Clarence, New England, Macleay, Gwydir Almanac and Gazetteer
1874

PCP Parkes Champion Post newspaper, Parkes NSW

QA Quirindi Advocate newspaper, Quirindi NSW.

SMH The Sydney Morning Herald newspaper, Sydney

Southerwood Rev W T Southerwood, A Prayer Calendar of Deceased Priests in
Australia, 5th edition, National Council of Priests of Australia, no place of
publication, 2002.



T&CJ Town and Country Journal, Sydney

TS Tenterfield Star newspaper, Tenterfield NSW
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COLEMAN, John Aloysius

Born Mount Melleray, Ireland, 8 September 1887, educated at the Cistercian Monastery,
Mount Melleray, studied at the Urban College, Rome, where he obtained doctorates in
Philosophy and Theology, ordained 1912, exact date unknown. He took up duties in
Armidale almost immediately, where he remained for the rest of his life, except for a period
(1921) at Uralla providing relief while the parish priest took extended leave, and much of
1916 when he was ill and spent a period of some months in Lewisham Hospital, Sydney.
He was appointed as Administrator of the cathedral in 1925 after the departure of David
Carroll (qv). He was consecrated Titular Bishop of Verbe in partibus infidelium, and
appointed Co-adjutor bishop of Armidale on 8 September 1929 (his 42nd birthday). He
succeeded to the See as the fourth bishop on the death of P J O'Connor (qv), 15 July 1932.
He built the present Bishop's House, replacing the older building facing Barney Street. He
died in St Vincent's Hospital, Sydney on 22 December 1947 after medical treatment in
Brisbane and subsequent transfer to Sydney for an operation. He was buried within the
Cathedral, Armidale. A brother, Patrick, was a priest in Queensland and a sister was a
Dominican nun in South Africa.

(Sources: FJ 12 Sep 1929 pp 20-23, AE 22 Dec 1947 p 6,24 Dec 1947 p 4, 29 Dec 1947 pp 6,12, 21
Jan 1948 pp 13,16, SMH 24 Dec 1947 p 4)

CROOKALL, John

Born Lytham, Lancashire, England 13 September 1821. Commenced priestly studies at St
Edmund's College, London in February 1834, then continued those studies at the English
College, Rome. He was ordained priest in 1846. He returned to St Edmund's College as a
member of staff, and subsequently was transferred to St Mary's College, Woolhampton,
and appointed President. It was on 10 October 1866, while at Woolhampton, that he
received his appointment as Bishop of Armidale, after James Hayes (qv) declined the
appointment. He was unaware of the debates and discussions that had gone on in Rome
about the See to which he would be appointed. The Propaganda cardinals had determined,
on 24 September 1866, that (1) William Lanigan should be a bishop, (2) Dr John Crookall
should be a bishop, (3) after enquiry into the relative strengths of the numbers of English
and Irish Catholics in the Goulburn and Armidale dioceses, then Lanigan should be
appointed to the predominantly Irish one, and Crookall to the predominantly English one.
On 26 September 1866 Archbishop Polding, now back in Rome from England, was
consulted on statistics. On 30 September 1866 the Pope determined: (1) Lanigan should be
appointed to Goulburn, and (2) Crookall to Armidale. On 25 October 1866 Crookall declined
Armidale and gave his reasons. One was that Armidale was understood to be a very large
diocese, much horse riding was required, and he had never been on a horse in his life. He
wrote a second letter dated 29 October 1866 with other supporting reasons why he could
not accept, one being the need to care for an old, sick, needy father. The Pope accepted
that reason, and his appointment lapsed. He remained in England. Despite his name being
put forward on several future occasions he never was again seriously considered for
appointment as a bishop. He died at Portsea, England, on 3 November 1887, and was
buried in a public cemetery outside of Portsmouth.

(Sources: Farrell, Dowd, Foley)

DOODY, Edward John

Born 15 December 1903 in Brisbane. Educated by the Sisters of Mercy, Warwick, then at
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Christian Brothers College Warwick. He studied at St Columba's College, Springwood and
St Patrick's College, Manly and, from late 1924 at the Irish College, Rome. He was
ordained for the Brisbane Archdiocese in Rome on 12 March 1927. On return to Australia in
December 1927 he was appointed assistant priest Ipswich. A year later he was transferred
to Brisbane to become the secretary to Archbishop James Duhig for two years, then
Diocesan Inspector of Schools for six years. He was then appointed as parish priest
Nambour (1936), and was in that position when appointed as the fifth Bishop of Armidale
following the death of John Aloysius Coleman (qv). He was consecrated Bishop on 22 April
1948 in St Stephen's cathedral, Brisbane (the first Australian born bishop of the Armidale
diocese) and installed in the diocese on 25 April 1948. A musician and poet he also sat on
the Senate of the University of New England. He arranged for the Dominican Fathers to
commence St Albert's College at the University of New England. He was a supporter of the
New State Movement which sought separation of the northern part of the State from New
South Wales. Two sisters and one brother were members of religious communities. He died
on 9 April 1968 in Armidale, having endured ill health for some years, including a severe
stroke in January 1961. He introduced the Daughters of Charity to the diocese, based at
Moree, where they worked at the St Pius X Mission for Aborigines which he established. He
was buried within the Armidale cathedral grounds.

(Sources: AE21 Apr 1948 p 8, 26 Apr 1948 p 3,10 Apr 1968 pp 1, 2,17 Apr 1968 pp 1, 2, CIV 18 Apr
1968 pp 1,2, 3,4, Manly (1968), headstone)

FREEMAN, James Darcy

Born in Annandale, Sydney on 19 November 1907 he was educated at Rushcutter's Bay
Catholic primary school then St Mary's Cathedral Christian Brothers College Sydney. He
studied at St Columba's College Springwood, then at St Patrick's College Manly and was
ordained in St Mary's Cathedral, Sydney on 13 July 1930 by the then Apostolic Delegate
Archbishop Cattaneo. He was then sent on loan to the Lismore diocese where he served as
assistant priest at Lismore and Murwillumbah, returning to Sydney in 1932 and appointment
as assistant priest Strathfield, then Mosman. In 1938 he was appointed to the cathedral
staff. From 1941 to 1946 he was private secretary to Archbishop (later Cardinal) N T Gilroy.
Made a Domestic Prelate (Monsignor) in 1949 he became parish priest at Haymarket then
Stanmore, and was consecrated on 24 January 1957 as titular bishop of Hermopolis Minor
in partibus infidelium and appointed auxiliary bishop to Cardinal Gilroy in January 1957,
transferring to Concord parish in 1963. He was appointed as the sixth Bishop of Armidale
on 18 October 1968, succeeding E J Doody (qv). On 27 July 1971 he was appointed as
Archbishop of Sydney on the retirement of Cardinal Gilroy. He was made a Cardinal on 5
March 1973 and a Knight of the British Empire (KBE) in June 1977. He retired as
Archbishop of Sydney in December 1983. He died in St Vincent's hospital, Sydney on 16
March 1991 and was buried in the crypt of St Mary's Cathedral, Sydney.

(Sources: AE 28 Oct 1968 pp 1,7, CW 12 Dec 1968 p 8,19 Dec 1968 p 6,20 Mar 1991 pp 1, 2,3)
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HANLY, James

Bom in 1815 in Moorestown, Co Tipperary. Details of education unknown. He commenced
his studies for the priesthood at St John's College, Waterford and volunteered for the
Sydney mission after hearing Archbishop John Bede Polding speak about the need for
priests in New South Wales. He arrived in Sydney on 10 March 1843 as a student on
Templar, from Waterford, and completed his studies at St Mary's Seminary, Sydney. He
was ordained in September 1843 in Sydney by Polding, exact date unknown. After some
months in Sydney he was sent to Moreton Bay in January 1844 as the first resident priest.
During that period he travelled to Sydney by an inland route through the Armidale district
and undertook a number of pastoral duties while on that journey. He remained in the
Moreton Bay district until 1857, when transferred to Singleton, then to Maitland, Yass and
Goulburn. When Polding first recommended the creation of an Armidale diocese in July
1862 he recommended that Hanly, who had experience of the Armidale region, and who
was by then in the Yass district, should be consecrated as its first bishop. When the
appointment of bishops was made to the new dioceses of Goulburn and Armidale in May
1865 Hanly was appointed to Goulburn. In September 1865 the appointment was revoked
on grounds that Hanly was poorly educated, having little zeal for preaching, pastoral care or
ecclesiastical discipline, and for being addicted to shooting kangaroos. Hanly then left
Goulburn, returned to Sydney, saw service in Penrith and Manly, then retired in 1886 to
become chaplain at the Good Samaritan Sisters' convent, Five Dock. He died at Five Dock
on 3 February 1895. He was buried at Rookwood cemetery.

(Sources: Farrell, O'Brien, MDHC A-Z H22)

HAYES, James Bernard (OSA)

Born in Cork, Ireland on 20 August 1814 he joined the Order of St Augustine, with whom he
undertook his studies. He was ordained in Rome on 25 March 1837. After time back in
Ireland he was part of a group of Augustinians who travelled to Victoria to serve under
Bishop James Goold OSA of Melbourne. His first appointment was to St Francis mission,
Melbourne, after which he was appointed Dean of Geelong in 1856. On 22 May 1865 he
was selected as the first bishop of Armidale by the Propaganda Cardinals after they had
established the diocese. The Pope confirmed that decision on 28 May 1865. Having heard
(false) rumours about his life style after the appointment was made the Propaganda
cardinals met and reversed the decision on 18 September 1865 (together with several other
appointments). The Pope confirmed those reversals on 24 September 1865. On 25 October
1865, having heard of his appointment to Armidale, Hayes wrote to Cardinal Barnabb
requesting release from Armidale, the formal reason being that the area of the new diocese
was too small to sustain a bishopric. On 25 January 1866 the Pope accepted the refusal.
He then returned to Ireland with Goold in 1866 on a family visit, but took ill. He died in
Dublin on 3 June 1868 and is buried in St Joseph's cemetery, Cork. A large monument over
his grave is inscribed with the description 'Bishop-elect of Armidale'.

(Sources: Dowd, Farrell)

KENNEDY, Henry Joseph

Born in Sydney on 18 February 1915. Educated at St Joseph's school, Rozelle, and
Christian Brothers College, Rozelle. Studied at St Columba's College Springwood and St
Patrick's College, Manly. Ordained in St Mary's Cathedral, Sydney on 30 November 1938
by Archbishop Norman Thomas Gilroy. His first appointment was as an assistant priest on
loan to the Hobart Archdiocese from 1938 to 1940. In 1940 he was appointed assistant
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priest Darlinghurst, then transferred to Elizabeth Bay in 1944. In 1948 he was appointed as
private secretary to Cardinal Gilroy, in 1951 assistant secretary to the Cardinal and then, in
1953, chancellor of the archdiocese and the Cardinal's secretary. In 1955 he was appointed
a Privy Chamberlain (Monsignor), remaining Cardinal's secretary until consecrated as titular
bishop of Simingi in partibus infidelium and appointed auxiliary bishop of Brisbane on 23
November 1967. He was translated as the seventh Bishop of Armidale on 6 December
1971, following the transfer of Bishop James Darcy Freeman (qv) as Archbishop of Sydney.
He was installed on 2 February 1972. He resigned office on 26 April 1991, and lived in
retirement at Nazareth House, Tamworth. He died on 3 September 2003 and was buried
within the cathedral grounds, Armidale. The stone over his grave has an incorrect date for
his consecration as bishop.

(Sources: CW 17 Dec 1971 pp 1, 2,14 Sep 2003 p 3, Manly (1968) p 68)

O'CONNOR, Patrick Joseph

Born at Clonea, near Dungarvan, County Waterford, Ireland, on 25 December 1848, he was
educated by the Christian Brothers and at the Collegiate Seminary, Dungarvan. He
volunteered for the Armidale diocese with Jeremiah Joseph Doyle (qv), studied at All
Hallows, Dublin, and was ordained priest on 14 September 1875, after much confusion over
his fate (it was the period when Armidale Bishop Timothy O'Mahony (qv) was travelling to
Europe following the scandals and problems surrounding his episcopate). He worked for a
time in Blackburn, England, as assistant priest to an uncle, finally arriving in Armidale in
July 1876. He was made Dean of the cathedral in 1882, Vicar General in 1888, Domestic
Prelate (Monsignor) in 1900 and, in 1901, was awarded the Gold Cross, First Class, 'Pro
Ecclesia et Pontifice', reputedly the first Australian priest to be awarded the honour. He was
consecrated Bishop of Soli, Cyprus in partibus infidelium and co-adjutor bishop of Armidale
cum iure successionis on 3 May 1903 after his predecessor Elzear Torreggiani (qv) sought
and obtained permission for the appointment. He succeeded to the see of Armidale as its
third bishop at Torreggiani's death on 28 January 1904. In 1920, while on his last visit to
Rome, he was made an Assistant to the Papal Throne, to which honour was attached the
title 'Count'. In 1929 he sought approval for the appointment of a co-adjutor bishop. John
Aloysius Coleman (qv), a priest of the diocese, was nominated and ultimately consecrated
on 8 September 1929. O'Connor travelled to Auckland New Zealand with Cardinal Patrick
Moran and Bishop Gallagher of Goulburn in 1908 for the dedication of the new cathedral in
that city. An older and only brother, David, was parish priest of Ballyduff, County Waterford.
An aunt was a member of the Presentation congregation, Lismore, Ireland, two uncles were
priests in England and Ireland, a niece became a member of the Armidale Ursuline
community (Mother M Patrick Carroll OSU), a nephew, David Joseph Carroll (qv), was a
priest of the Armidale diocese (1910 -1952). Another relative, Patrick Francis Walsh (qv),
also was a priest of the Armidale diocese (1915 -1956). O'Connor was a prolific fund raiser
and builder, the cathedral of St Mary and St Joseph Armidale, and St Patrick's Orphanage
Armidale, fine examples of his achievements. He celebrated his last Mass in the chapel of
the Ursuline convent, Armidale on 19 December 1931, had a seizure, and declined from
that date. He died on 15 July 1932 and was buried within the Cathedral on 19 July 1932.
The Month's Mind held in the cathedral on 17 August 1932 was addressed by Archbishop
Daniel Mannix of Melbourne.

(Sources: FJ 4 Nov 1882 p 9,15 Sep 1888 p 16, 31 Aug 1901 p 20, 14 Nov 1903 p 17,12 Sep 1929 p
20, 21 Jun 1932 p 18, T W Campbell, 'Patrick Joseph O'Connor (1848-1932) Bishop and Builder', in
Armidale and District Historical Society Journal, No 47, Apr 2004, pp 37 - 48, MDHC A-Z 069)
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O'MAHONY, Timothy

Born 17 November 1825 at Rathard, near Aherla, County Cork, Ireland. After schooling in
Cork he studied for the priesthood at the Irish College, Rome, and was ordained in Rome
on 24 March 1849. He returned to the Diocese of Cork, his first appointment as assistant
priest at Innoshannon, then Dunmanway, followed by Bandon and Kinsale. He was chosen
as the first bishop of Armidale after the selections of earlier nominees James Hayes (qv)
and John Crookall (qv) failed to eventuate. He was consecrated bishop on 30 November
1869 in St Mary's Cathedral, Cork, and then went immediately to Rome to participate in the
First Vatican Council. He travelled to Sydney in 1871, arriving for installation in his diocese
on 26 March 1871. Subjected to enormous pastoral difficulties with his new diocese, and
personnel problems with some of his few priests he was accused of paternity and of
drunkenness, and finally was required to travel to Rome to defend himself. He departed the
diocese on 9 November 1875. He remained in Rome for over a year, finally resigning the
diocese, his resignation accepted on 2 August 1877, after it became obvious his episcopal
colleagues in Australia would not support his return to Armidale or other Australian colonies.
After further vain efforts in Rome to appeal the need for his resignation he was appointed
titular bishop of Eudocea in partibus infidelium and Auxiliary Bishop of Toronto, Canada. He
remained in that position until his death in Toronto on 8 September 1892. He was buried
outside St Paul's church, Toronto.

(Sources: ADB, Farrell, MDHC A-Z 0166)

TORREGGIANI, Aloysius (Fr Elzear) (OSFC)

Born 28 March 1830 in Borgo di Porto Recanati, province of the Marches on the central
east coast of Italy, the son of a share farmer, who subsequently moved the family into the
town. Educated by the Jesuits at Loreto he joined the Capuchin order at Camerino on the
advice of his confessor, instead of the Society of Jesus, as he had intended. Professed as a
novice on 20 October 1846 he took the name 'Elzear1, and was then ordained on 23 May
1853 at Ancona by Archbishop Benedetto Antonucci. Originally destined for mission work in
India he was sent instead to England, arriving at Peckham on 7 February 1856. He then
worked among Irish miners at Pantasaph, Mold, Flint and Pontypool, where he became
acquainted with the Vaughan family, including Roger Bede Vaughan, subsequently
Archbishop of Sydney. Vaughan later nominated him as the second Bishop of Armidale to
replace Timothy O'Mahony (qv), following the difficulties that followed his time in office and
resignation. He was consecrated bishop on 25 March 1879 in the Capuchin church of Our
Lady of Seven Dolours, Peckham, England. He arrived in Armidale on 25 November 1879,
and immediately began his constant travels around the diocese which at that time
comprised the north coast region of New South Wales. He introduced various religious
congregations into his sprawling diocese, and was a strong defender of Mother Mary
McKillop against efforts to exert episcopal control at diocesan level over the Sisters of St
Joseph of the Sacred Heart. He attended to matters requiring episcopal action in the
Sydney Archdiocese after the departure (and subsequent death in England) of Archbishop
Vaughan, survived an attempted assassination on Christmas Day 1884 in his cathedral
while saying Mass, and saw the rearrangement of his diocesan borders in 1887, resulting in
the excision of the coastal portion to form the new diocese of Grafton (later Lismore).
Portions of the Maitland and Bathurst dioceses were annexed to the Armidale diocese as
part of that process. In 1902 he sought and obtained a co-adjutor bishop, his long serving
vicar general, Armidale based P J O'Connor (qv), who was consecrated in Armidale on 3
May 1903. He died in Armidale on 28 January 1904, and was buried in Armidale cemetery.

(Sources: ADB, Colbourne, MDHC A-Z T26)
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