
PETERPAUL CHIKEZIE ORDINATION TO THE PRIESTHOOD 29TH JUNE 2022 

On the 29th of June 1991 Mrs Roseline Chikezie gave birth to a son. It was her and her husband Justin’s 
eighth and youngest child. That day being the Solemn Feast Day of Saints Peter and Paul, and they, being 
fervent Catholics, named there son not Peter, not Paul, but Peterpaul. After all, the Church has chosen 
to recognise and celebrate on the same day these two saints very different in background, culture, and 
temperament, and who even engaged in public yet respectful disagreement with each other over 
important issues, so why shouldn’t they name their son after both these mighty saints, combining their 
two names into the one first name for their son? So, before I go any further, Happy Birthday Peterpaul! 

What did Saints Peter and Paul have in common? What brought these two very different human beings 
together and united them? Of course, it was Jesus Christ and their faith in him. In addition, they were 
both Apostles chosen and called personally by Jesus Christ, one before the resurrection and one after. 
Emboldened by the gift of the same Holy Spirit they both exhausted themselves in proclaiming Jesus and 
his Gospel to all who would listen and even to those who wouldn’t listen. Both were martyred in Rome: 
Peter was crucified, and Paul was beheaded. They both loved The Lord Jesus and their fellow human 
beings so much that they were prepared to die rather than fall silent and cease bringing others to Jesus. 

Peterpaul, you chose today from among a number of possible options I gave you for your ordination, not 
merely to be born into your new life as a priest on your birthday. After all, why would you choose one 
party each year instead of two! No, you chose toady so that you would always have before your eyes the 
example of these two great saints Peter and Paul in how to be a priest who gives himself entirely to Jesus 
Christ and to the mission of the Church to spread the Gospel, never counting the cost to yourself 
personally. This is a bold and praiseworthy desire and one to which I pray you will always remain 
committed. 

The two very different saints who are Peter and Paul being united in one celebration serve as a reminder 
to us that everybody in the Church is not the same. There are legitimate and wholesome differences 
between us which can prove very fruitful for the mission of the Church when we remember that what 
unites us is always far greater than any of these differences. Peterpaul, may the fusing together of these 
two saints in your own name, and being ordained on their Feast Day serve as a reminder to you that one 
of the principal tasks of a priest, particularly a Parish Priest as indeed for a Bishop, is to protect and 
preserve the unity and communion of that portion of the Lord’s flock that is entrusted to your care. So, 
love the Lord, love his people, and don’t take sides other than the side of charity and truth. 

Dear friends, as our brother Peterpaul is about to be ordained priest, let us reflect a little more upon the 
nature of the priesthood. As you know, the Lord Jesus Christ is our one and only High Priest, but through 
baptism God has made his entire holy people a royal priesthood in Christ. We are a priestly people. All 
of us! 

Nevertheless, from among his disciples the Lord Jesus chooses a few men in particular to carry out 
publicly in his name and on behalf of all men and women a priestly office in the Church; to continue his 
office of teacher, priest, and shepherd. Peterpaul, when you teach, when you celebrate the sacraments, 
and when you offer pastoral care to God’s people, remember that you do so as a priest of Jesus Christ, 
as a co-worker with your bishop, and in the name of the Church. And in the case of the celebration of 
the sacraments also in the very person of Christ. 



When you exercise the sacred duty of teaching in the name of Christ the Teacher impart to everyone the 
word of God which you yourself have received with joy. Give homilies that reach into people’s hearts 
because they come from your own heart. Ensure that you teach what you believe, and that you practice 
what you teach. 

Likewise, when you celebrate the sacraments, you will exercise in Christ the office of sanctifying. In all 
the sacraments, but particularly in the Eucharist, by your ministry the spiritual sacrifice of all the faithful 
will be made perfect, being united to the sacrifice of Christ which will be offered on the altar through 
your hands. When you celebrate Mass and the other sacraments don’t be in a hurry. Understand what 
you are doing and imitate what you celebrate. 

Remember, when you gather others into the people of God through Baptism, and when you forgive sins 
in the name of Christ and the Church in the sacrament of Penance; when you comfort the sick with holy 
oil and celebrate the sacred rites, when you offer prayers of praise and thanks to God throughout the 
hours of the day, not only for the people of God but for the world - remember then that you are taken 
from among them and appointed on their behalf for those things that pertain to God. Therefore, carry 
out the ministry of Christ the Priest with constant joy and genuine love, attending not to your own 
concerns but to those of Jesus Christ. 

In our First Reading, the angel of the Lord told Saint Peter to put on his belt and sandals. This reminds 
me of the time Jesus told Peter that the day would come when another would fasten a belt around him 
and lead him where he would rather not go. Peterpaul, let this be an image for your life as a priest. Do 
not try to be in control of your life, of where you will go and not go, of what you will do and not do. Today 
our Lord Jesus himself ties a belt around your waist to lead you where he will. Do not fight him, but trust 
in him, put your faith in him, give your life over to him. Do this and He will not guarantee you an easy 
life, but He will guarantee you a blessed life.  

Throughout the difficulties and trials of their lives, we heard in our Readings that the Lord and his angel 
came and stood by Saints Peter and Paul. May God bless you Peterpaul my son, and may He and his angel 
always be at your side. 

Most Rev Michael Kennedy 

Introductory Comments at the Beginning of Mass 

The ordination of a priest is a special occasion in the life of the Church and the life of a particular Diocese. 
It is with great joy, therefore, that I welcome you all here today to witness and join in the sacred 
celebration of the ordination of Reverend Peterpaul Ikenna Chikezie. 

Born a son of Nigeria where the persecuted Church is growing rapidly, he is now also a son of Australia 
which our recent census figures indicate is in great need of missionary disciples as less than half the 
nation now identify themselves as Christian. The Church of Armidale needs and welcomes priests with 
missionary hearts like that of the soon to be ordained Reverend Peterpaul Chikezie. 

Words of greeting to those joining by livestream …. 

Words of welcome to those present …… 


