
Homily for III (3) Sunday of Easter Year C 01-05-2022 by Fr. Lubem Waya, osj. 
First Reading: Acts 5:27-32, 40-41 

Psalm: Psalm 30 
Second Reading: Revelation 5:11-14 

Gospel: John 21:1-19 
 

WHAT IS THE OBJECT OF YOUR LOVE? 
 The apostles of Jesus in the first reading continue to courageously bear witness to Christ’s 
resurrection preaching in His name at a great price. Because this was even after having received 
formal warnings and twice suffering arrests. Nevertheless, nothing shall deter them from 
proclaiming the good news. Today again, they are before the Sanhedrin who reiterate to them a 
formal warning forbidding them from preaching in the name of Christ. But in unapologetic 
defiance, led by Peter they reply that ‘obedience to God comes before obedience to men.’ What about 
you when your faith is put to the test by the worldly powers, who do you choose to obey in such a 
circumstance? When a school or government policy challenges the tenets of your faith and religion, 
who do you obey? God or man? Let us like the apostles choose to obey God today instead of man. 
But are you ready?  

Whatever is the object of our love, can control us. Just as it was the Father’s love for us that made 
Him send His only begotten Son Jesus into the world to save us, so Jesus’s love for the Father made 
Him ready to obey Him even to the last by laying down His life for us so that we can be saved. The 
Evangelist John beautifully captures this when he says “For God so loved the world that he gave 
his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life” (Cf. 
John 3:16, John 10:17). Therefore, it is what we love that dominates us. Ask yourself today, what is 
the object of your love? God or man? And how do you show your love for God if you truly love 
Him? One can only obey God if he or she truly loves God. Whenever we are aflame with the love 
of God, no hardship, no persecution, no torment, or humiliation can deter us from bearing witness 
to Him. The apostles chose to obey God because their love for God was ardent at this time and 
stronger than their challenges. For us too, love is what can guarantee us overcoming the challenges 
that come with witnessing to Christ. That is the only reason why timid men suddenly became bold 
and courageous. The only thing that changed in them is that they had become more and more in 
love with God by now. And as such, they were glad to have been privileged to suffer humiliation 
for the sake of Christ. What can you endure for the sake of Christ? 

Indeed, the apostles teach us that there is no power or force on earth that is stronger than love. For 
love, one can sacrifice even what is most precious to them. For love, a person is ready to live, and 
for love, one is ready to die. We too can only obey God if truly we love Him. Christ also knew this, 
and that is why He asked Peter thrice if He truly loved Him, to assess His readiness, thus giving 
him an opportunity to cancel the three times he had earlier denied Him. And that is the basic thread 
we need to hang on to in order to finish the race of following Christ. If we obey God not out of love 
but because we have no choice, when we have a choice, we would abandon Him. If we obey Him 
because we are in want, moments of abundance become a threat to our faithfulness and vice versa. 
If we obey Him because of our sickness, wellness can test our loyalty. However, if we obey Him 
because we love Him, then He becomes our God yesterday, today, and forever because we shall 
never let go. For without loving Him, we cannot move on. That is why St. Paul tells us in 2 
Corinthians 5:14, Caritas Christi urget nos. May God increase our love for Him. Amen 


