
Homily for the Fifth Sunday of Easter, Year C 2022 

Love One Another 

Friends, in the lead up to Pentecost, John's 
Gospel asks the question, how shall we live our 
lives as Christians. In today's Gospel Passage 
(John 13:31-35), the answer is, love one another as 
I (Jesus the Christ) have loved you. John's narrator 
notes that this is a new commandment. The Greek 
word John's narrator uses for "new" means totally 
different in nature. It isn't a face-lift of an existing 
commandment. This is a new commandment. The 
newness is, "as I have love you." This indicates 
that Jesus the Christ is the standard by which we 
shall live our lives as Christians. Come to think of 
it, Christians are meant to be bearers of Christ. In 
other words, our lives ought to reflect Christ. N. T. Wright, the Anglican bishop notes that 
the resurrection of Christ isn't an escape of Christ from this sinful world that crucified him, 
from which the Father saved him. It is a colonisation of this sinful world with the love of 
Christ. This is because love is our origin, love is our calling and purpose, and love is our 
destiny. As Saint Augustine puts it, we are loved into existence.


If all this is true of how we shall live, how come there is so much hatred and evil in the 
world? How come Christians are so widely divided? How come many Catholics, both the 
clergy and the lay faithful are fierce enemies of each other? The reality of this enmity and 
how Catholics treat one another is said to be responsible for Catholics leaving the Church 
in numbers. It is simply why people aren't buying "our product" - the Good News of love. 
We stand in the pulpit and preach love, but our lifestyle totally contradicts love. Some of 
us don't forgive one another as Christ has forgiven us. We don't care for one another as 
Christ cares for us and even dies for us. Mahatma Ghandi aptly captures this when he 
said, "What you do, how you treat one another is so loud that I can no longer hear your 
beautiful sermons on love." This is quite indicting. It calls for self-reflection. Perhaps it is 
time for us to ask ourselves, "Have we experienced the love of Christ?" For we can't love 
if we don't feel we are loved by Christ.


For love isn't something we invent in the laboratory. Love is who we become in God. For 
God is love. It is in God and with God that we become love and then love as he loves us. 
So to love as Christ loves means to develop a relationship with Christ. We find this 
evidently demonstrated in the lives of the Saints. For instance, Saint Theresa of Calcutta 
could love the poor, empower them and build structures of social justice because she 
was a woman of deep prayer. She had an intimate relationship with God. It was in prayer 
that she realised how much God loved her. It was in prayer that she discovered what love 
was asking of her - to love the poor in the streets of Calcutta. As William of Saint Thierry 
aptly puts it, the love of truth leads us to God, and the truth of love sends us back to the 
world to love. Not to love as we please, but to love as Christ loves us and wants us to 
love. How? He loved us to the point of dying for us. And he did this not when we were 
perfect, but when we were still sinners. Love cost him something of himself.
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