
Homily for Epiphany Sunday Year C, 02-01-2022 by Fr. Lubem Robert Waya, osj. 
First Reading: Isaiah 60:1-6 

Psalm: Psalm 72 
Second Reading: Ephesians 3:2-3. 5-6 

Gospel: Matthew 2:1-12. 
THE WISE SEEK HIM. WHOM DO YOU SEEK?  

With today’s solemnity, the Lord demonstrates that finally the light of Jerusalem has come as the glory of the 
Lord rises on her and appears above her. This prophecy of Isaiah occasioned by the return from the 
Babylonian exile, was about the first indicator of the universality of salvation. That is, the realization that 
even though Israel is chosen by God as His first-born son, the salvation promised Israel is not just for the 
Jews alone but for the entire human race. Hence, he foresees the cries of joy by camels and wealthy nations 
all thronging to Jerusalem. This is a clear pointer to the significance of our celebration today of Epiphany, 
from the Greek Epiphaneia meaning manifestation or appearance. That today the Lord properly manifests 
Himself to the outside world for the first time as we can see in the visit of the Wise Men from the East.  

In the ancient magi of the Gospel reading of today who journeyed over deserts and mountains to welcome 
and pay homage to the Lord, we find the fulfilment of the prophecy of Isaiah which also summarises the life 
of a Christian described as a pilgrim on earth who must make that all but important journey of travelling 
from darkness into light. Have you made that journey yet? It is a trip worth making since there is nothing 
compared to the wonderful light of Christ whose light enlightens all of mankind. This is why whoever does 
not dwell in Christ remains in darkness. So, the salvation brought by Christ is meant for you and for me and 
for everyone who desires to be liberated from darkness and be saved. It is not just for you and the members 
of your Church or denomination, but for all: the good, the bad, the ugly, and indeed everyone. Therefore, as 
He reveals Himself today to the first people outside of His own sphere, the first non-Jews, our task too as 
Christians, chosen to be God’s children is not to localize Christ in our denomination or Church, but to take 
Him out into the streets and indeed to everywhere we go, revealing Him to all including non-believers, so 
that through us all may come to know and accept the good news that our peace and salvation has finally 
come. But ask yourself, how well are you revealing Christ’s light to the world? 

The Magi are described as Wise Men, and truly that is what they are. For they possessed natural wisdom and 
were knowledgeable in astrology to be able to read the portents of the sky. Yet they knew there was a greater 
Wisdom which they must seek. The sudden appearance of a bright star was the symbol of the arrival of that 
Wisdom, the Son of God. So, they saw His star and they knew and immediately went in search of the infant 
King without delay. What is delaying you? Even as pagans, they believed this star was leading them to the 
Truth they sought. They saw Him and worshipped Him. This signifies the meeting point between science 
and religion as not mutually exclusive realities. Religious truths are also pursued and can be affirmed by 
science. However, in the end, the most basic human yearnings cannot be satisfied by science but by religion. 

Just like Herod the king of Judea remained blind to God’s wonder that took place right under his watch 
because of His selfish ambition, a science that looks up to itself as the paradigm of all truth risks remaining 
blind to the liberating truth of God found in religion. Such a science which unfortunately rules and ruins our 
world today, rather than trust and conform to God’s plan, challenges God instead. But when we challenge 
God, we destroy ourselves. And this is what we are suffering in our world today in which science claims to 
have solutions to all human problems. The result is that it has created even more problems than it claims to 
solve. Our problems remain until we obey God as the psalmist proclaims today ‘all nations shall fall prostrate 
before you, O Lord.’ For that is when it will be clear to all that we can only be saved not by any other name 
but only through Jesus Christ. May we commit ourselves today to letting the light of Christ shine through 
our deeds so that even unbelievers will be attracted to come and follow Him. We ask this through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 


