
Homily for V (5) Sunday in Ordinary Time Year C 06-02-2022 by Fr. Lubem Robert Waya, osj. 
First Reading: Isaiah 6:1-8 

Psalm: Psalm 138 
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 

Gospel: Luke 5:1-11 
 

CAN YOU DO IT ALONE?  
Yes! you can do it, but at least not alone. This is what we see in the vision of Isaiah today revealing the 
trisagion that occurs in the bible only twice; once in the Old Testament and once in the New Testament. It 
refers to the thrice holy attribute of God found in Isaiah 6:3 where he sees the Seraphim crying to one another 
‘HOLY HOLY HOLY is the Lord of hosts.’ This is repeated in Revelation 4:8 which in biblical language is 
meant to draw our minds to the superlative quality of God’s holiness. In other words, the holiness of God is 
absolute, full and complete, lacking in nothing. And since God is a Trinity of persons, it means God the Father 
is Holy, God the Son is Holy, and God the Holy Spirit is Holy. This of course is why divinity in confrontation 
with humanity reveals the nothingness of humanity. Hence, in Isaiah’s vision he realises his wretchedness 
which signifies his unworthiness before God. No doubt there is an irreconcilable gap between God’s holiness 
and human unworthiness which is only healed by grace when our sins meet with His mercy in confession. 
So, one of the Seraphim touched Isaiah’s mouth with the burning coal taking his guilt away to enable him go 
on mission. A true prophet only succeeds in mission by relying on that grace of God rather than his prowess. 
You think you can do it alone? We can never do it all by ourselves. 

We have this lesson repeated in the gospel where Christ reminds us that just like Peter, we His apostles today 
cannot do it all alone by ourselves. In many ways this passage is similar to John’s version of Christ’s post 
resurrection appearance to Peter after a night of failed fishing exercise. However, what stands out in Luke is 
that special feature that no one can be a true disciple of Jesus without first acknowledging their sins and 
turning a new leaf. That is why after the huge catch of fish at the command of the Lord, Peter realizes that 
his success was not due to his expertise, knowledge and skill even though he was an experienced and 
sophisticated fisherman. If only efforts were enough to succeed, he would have made a catch having toiled 
all night. He acknowledges that “they worked hard all night long and caught nothing”. His success was 
possible because of grace. Though tired by this time, he obeyed the Lord and his success was even way 
beyond human estimation. Hard work is pays but grace completes it. Grace works for us when we trust in 
God’s providence. The same grace is seen in St. Paul who though previously a persecutor of Christ’s body, 
became the greatest apostle to the gentiles by the grace of God. Do you think your own case is different? God 
can work in and through you as long as you submit to Him. You are not useless. Are you ready? 

How similar or how different is your life from that of Isaiah, Peter and Paul? Yes, truly we are unworthy to 
stand before God as each of them acknowledges. But then we can by His grace too, when we admit our 
shortcomings and seek His help by turning to Him. He comes to our rescue and we begin to experience the 
power of His grace in our lives doing new and good things. Indeed, by His grace, it is when we are weak 
that we are strong (Cf. 2 Corinthians 12:10). Often times we rely on ourselves and this leads to burnout and 
disappointments. At such moments we feel we cannot go on any more because God seems to be even farther. 
But never forget that God loves us so much that He is even closer to us when we need Him most. Do you 
feel you can’t go on anymore in your marriage, vocation, career, profession, business, education? Maybe it is 
due to ill health, a financial crisis, failed relationship, false or true allegation, etc. You are tempted to give up 
because you feel you can’t go on anymore. Yes, it is true you can’t go on anymore, at least not alone. Why 
not involve God? Don’t you know that when you call on Jesus all things are possible? Try it, and then you 
will no longer walk by sight but by faith. It is no longer your strengths that’ll carry you but His grace which 
is superabundant for us all. He doesn’t call the equipped but He equips those He calls. Remember God loves 
you, and as He did for Isaiah, Peter and Paul, may He do same for you too. Amen. 


