
Homily for IV (4) Sunday of Lent (Laetare Sunday) Year C 27-03-2022 by Fr. Lubem Waya, osj. 
First Reading: Joshua 5:9-12 

Psalm: Psalm 34 
Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 5:17-21 

Gospel: Luke 15:1-3.11-32 
 

WHAT IF GOD TREATS US THE WAY WE DESERVE?  
Friends in Christ, having being on our Lenten journey more than halfway through to Easter, today’s 
Laetare Sunday invites us to pause and rejoice in the hope of the already but not yet Easter joy that 
is imminent. We express this joy in the use of rose instead of purple vestments today. This is the joy 
Israel experiences as they arrive the threshold of the Promised land at Gilgal and celebrate their first 
Passover in the Promised Land. And as the fulfilment of the Lord’s promise in their lives, today 
they have cause to rejoice in the realisation that finally the Lord has taken the shame of Egypt away 
from them. May God take away the shame of Egypt from our lives. 

Egypt here does not only symbolise a place of slavery and torture, but it also stands for any 
opposition to God’s divine will as was manifested in Pharaoh’s stiff resistance to let Israel go. 
Against all odds, God saw them through the rough-thorny journey in the desert and the wilderness 
to the Land flowing with milk and honey as He had promised. Indeed, this is an image of the Lenten 
journey in which we are called to pass through the crucibles of penitence in the observance of 
prayer, fasting and almsgiving in order to arrive at repentance and conversion which ushers us into 
the new life of the joyous season of Easter.  

This penitential but salvific journey motif is couched in the story of the prodigal son told by Christ 
today in the gospel, that is renowned as the greatest love story told, which expresses also the 
prodigal nature of God’s loving compassion for us. Truly the season of lent is that favourable time 
we are given every opportunity to experience this undeserving love and mercy of God. But how 
well are we making use of this opportunity thus far? Often times we are like the younger son when 
we seek freedom and liberty to do whatever we want without taking responsibility. Such moments 
when we consider every form of authority over us, civil and ecclesial, as burdensome, and despising 
discipline, we claim that no one should run our lives for us. It is my life, my choice, I know what I 
want and I must be allowed to do it. Remember, God knows more than we know.  

At other times we are the elder brother who feel justifiably angry that ‘bad people’ receive good 
things from a good God. We feel we are better than such people and should be entitled to the good 
things they have. We become judgemental and resentful to the point of regretting why we are living 
good lives, not knowing that God is only giving them a second chance so that we learn too. And 
what we may consider as gain is actually a loss since vain glory is indeed vanity. What matters is to 
be one with God. Only seldom are we like the Father who chose to treat the erring son not in the 
manner He deserves but in the manner that is deserving of the Father as a good Father. God is that 
good Father who makes the rain to fall on all and the sun to shine on the good and bad. He doesn’t 
treat us the way we deserve. Even though we have wandered away very far, He awaits us to come 
back today and He will forgive us even before we say I am sorry. His forgiveness is the only reason 
we can truly rejoice and like the psalmist invite others to taste and see that the Lord is good. Come 
back to him today, now, without delay. May the Lord give us the courage to return to Him so that 
we may experience the true joy of a new life. Amen. 


