
Homily for IV (4) Sunday in Ordinary Time Year C 30-01-2022 by Fr. Lubem Robert Waya, osj. 
First Reading: Jeremiah 1:4-5,17-19 

Psalm: Psalm 71 
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 12:31-13:13 

Gospel: Luke 4:21-30 
WHY ARE YOU AFRAID OF STANDING FOR TRUTH?  

Truth remains true no matter how much we deny it. And in the end what is true surely comes out, no matter 
how hard we try to hide it or stop it. Because the voice of truth is the word of God and God cannot be silenced. 
This is what the call of the prophet Jeremiah teaches us today. Not only that we are not some product of 
wishful thinking or chance, but that each of us is a product of love. Not just of human love, but most 
profoundly we are formed from Divine Love and infused with a purpose even before we were conceived in 
our mothers’ wombs. And no force can thwart the purpose of God in our lives as long as we remain in God’s 
love (Cf. John 15:9). Jeremiah’s purpose was to become a prophet to the nations. His task was to tell the truth 
of God in the process by proclaiming doom to his fellow-citizens under threat of impending invasion by 
Babylon, unless they returned to God. In response, the people opposed him, and in an attempt to silence him, 
their leaders arrested and dumped him in a well. But God delivered him because He had promised to deliver 
him from his enemies. Indeed, working for God always comes with a price. Sometimes humanly speaking 
the cost is too heavy to bear. Though in the end, it is better to pay by standing for God rather than for nothing. 
This is the only way to receive the crown of glory in the end. Jeremiah chose this to stand for the truth of God 
against all odds, just like Jesus in the gospel reading. What about you today the new prophet and the new 
Christ? Do you stand for God’s truth or against Him?  

The experience of Christ who came to Nazareth to proclaim the good news to His townspeople shows us 
what can be one great challenge confronted by ministers. That is, to minister to your own people. No matter 
how effective you are in ministry, chances are that you will be met with indifference and unbelief because of 
familiarity. The kinsmen of Jesus said ‘is this not Joseph’s son?,’ because for them there was nothing 
extraordinary about Him. No wonder He rebuked them saying no prophet receives honour among his own 
people. Their paradoxical jealousy is however revealed in the fact that even though they did not believe in 
Him, they wished He would perform the miracles for them like He did in other places. However, Christ even 
angered them the more when He told them the hard truth that Gentiles whom they consider as “outsiders” 
and “fuel for the fires of hell” have stronger faith in God than them. Though being the “chosen ones,” Israel 
was blind sighted to God’s plan of salvation. Are you any different from them? Why do you think that as a 
Catholic, Christian, religious person, you will effortlessly make heaven? You must in faith workout your 
salvation in fear and trembling like the heroes Jesus praised in the gospel reading. 

There is no good deed we perform that goes unnoticed before God, because this is precisely why He has 
blessed us all with a variety of gifts. All the gifts we have received from Him are not meant for us alone but 
for the building up of the Community we all belong to. Having been endowed, today He sends us too like 
Jeremiah as a prophet to all. However, no matter the gifts we have, as St. Paul reminds us, we must aspire 
for the higher gifts which are faith, hope, and love. And the greatest of these is love. It is so because without 
love no gift can be utilised correctly. The use of any gift in a manner that does not glorify God and make us 
better, leading to our sanctification, is not only a misuse and an abuse of the gift but also an insult to the God 
who has given us these gifts. When we use our gifts and talents for our personal gains and self-projection, in 
the end we form a community of rivalry, unhealthy competition, envy and bitterness. But the right use of 
our gifts makes us create a true community of love. Have you discovered your gifts? Do you use them for 
the good of the community or for your personal gain? Is your community a place of love? Let us pray to the 
Lord today to give us the courage to stand for the truth as prophets at all times and to be generous with our 
gifts for His greater glory and the good of one another. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.  


