
 
Homily for the Solemnity of the Body and Blood of Christ, Year C 2022 

*Encounter of Presences* 


Friends, last Sunday, we celebrated God as a Trinity of Persons. In that celebration, we noted that 
the God we worship, makes himself present. He makes images of himself in the work of his hands 
and he communicates himself. This presence isn't symbolic. It is real. We can touch him. We can 
feel him. We can even consume him. According to the Church's Fathers, he makes himself 
present so that we can make ourselves present to him. For in his presence there is a becoming. 
Saint Augustine puts it more succinctly when he says, "Receive who you are, and become who 
you are not." In other words, we receive his body of whom we are members by our baptism, and 
we become his body by our reception of his body. This is what the Fathers describe as the Great 
Exchange. And it only happens at the Encounter of Presences. For in this encounter, something of 
us gives way to something of God. Put it another way, we become a new creation. We are grafted 
into Christ, and we can say as Saint Paul says, "It is no longer I who lives, but Christ living in me." 
This is the reality of the Eucharist.


How can we experience this? This is where today's Solemnity become relevant. It invites us to 
look again at who we receive and why we receive him. We receive God himself. We receive the 
body of Christ. We receive our friends. We receive our brothers and sisters. We even receive our 
enemies. How? They too are members of Christ's body. There is no other qualification for the 
members of Christ's body. What is stated is we are members of his body. And the "we" is 
inclusive. It reflects in a profound way the crucified body of Christ; broken and ugly. So even the 
worst, have a place in his body. They gravitate towards Christ not to remain broken, ugly and 
disfigured but to be buried so that they can rise with him and manifest in time his risen body. In 
this case, we receive the body of Christ so that we can become Christ: being born again as a 
child, being tempted, being rejected, being crucified, buried and rising again. As Ludwig 
Feuerbach puts it, "we become what we eat." We become the body of Christ broken for the world 
to eat so that the world can also become the body of Christ.
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